
Series Editor’s Preface

Sport is an extraordinarily important phenomenon that pervades the lives of 
many people and has enormous impact on society in an assortment of different 
ways. At its most fundamental level, sport has the power to bring people great 
joy and satisfy their competitive urges while at once allowing them to form 
bonds and a sense of community with others from diverse backgrounds and 
interests and various walks of life. Sport also makes clear, especially at the high-
est levels of competition, the lengths that people will go to achieve victory as 
well as how closely connected it is to business, education, politics, economics, 
religion, law, family, and other societal institutions. Sport is, moreover, partly 
about identity development and how individuals and groups, irrespective of 
race, gender, ethnicity, or socioeconomic class, have sought to elevate their 
status and realize material success and social mobility.

Sport, Culture, and Society seeks to promote a greater understanding of 
the aforementioned issues and many others. Recognizing sport’s powerful 
influence and ability to change people’s lives in significant and important ways, 
the series focuses on topics ranging from urbanization and community develop-
ment to biographies and intercollegiate athletics. It includes both monographs 
and anthologies that are characterized by excellent scholarship, accessible to a 
wide audience, and interesting and thoughtful in design and interpretations. 
Singular features of the series are authors and editors representing a variety 
of disciplinary areas and who adopt different methodological approaches. 
The series also includes works by individuals at various stages of their careers, 
both sport studies scholars of outstanding talent just beginning to make their 
mark on the field and more experienced scholars of sport with established 
reputations.

LA Sports: Play, Games, and Community in the City of Angels provides import-
ant information and insights into the development of sport in a city known 
for its sunshine, beaches, palm trees, crowded freeways, glamorous lifestyles, 
and movie stars. Edited by Wayne Wilson and myself, the collection of essays 
is written by well-known scholars with long publication lists and expertise on 
various aspects of sport in Los Angeles. Although space limitations did not 
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allow for coverage of every topic, the essays that are included in the anthology 
furnish details about the pattern of sport in a sprawling and diverse urban com-
munity through cogent analysis and interpretations. To a large extent, there is 
something for everyone in this collection, from essays that are biographical and 
cover specific sports to those that analyze the Olympic Games and evolution of 
sports venues. The story of legendary sportscaster Vin Scully is included here, 
as are the careers of renowned sportswriter Jim Murray, the indomitable Jackie 
and Mack Robinson, and a host of other men and women who contributed 
to the growth and popularity of bodybuilding, surfing, ice skating, soccer, car 
racing, football, and basketball in one of America’s most iconic cities.
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