


Curating the American Past
A Memoir of a Quarter Century at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of American History

PETE DANIEL

“In Curating the American Past, Pete Daniel narrates his 
passage from the tobacco fields of North Carolina to the 
presidencies of leading historical organizations by way 
of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of 
American History, where he served as a curator for nearly 
three decades. His account is must-reading for public 
historians and every serious student of the rich, contested, 
and ever-unfolding American experience that Daniel’s life 
work explores so insightfully and compassionately.”
—Joseph P. Reid, author of Illusions of Emancipation: The 
Pursuit of Freedom and Equality in the Twilight of Slavery

“Pete Daniel is one of a kind, writing simultaneously as 
a veteran curator and a distinguished American histo-
rian.  His lively memoir offers a sobering warning to the 
museum world and to all who study, teach, or care about 
American history.”
—Barbara J. Fields, Columbia University

In Curating the American Past, Pete Daniel draws on 
his decades at the Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History to reveal how curators collect objects, 
plan exhibits, and bring alive the country’s complex and 
exciting history. In vivid detail, Daniel recounts the 
exhilaration of innovative research, the joys of collab-
oration, and the rewards of mentoring new generations 
of historians. In a career distinguished by prize-winning 
publications and pathbreaking exhibitions, Daniel also
confronted the challenges of serving as a public historian 
tasked with protecting a definitive American museum 
from the erosion of scholarly standards. Curating the 
American Past offers a wealth of museum wisdom,  
illuminating the crucial role that dedicated historians and 
curators serve within our most important repositories of 
cultural memory.

FEBRUARY 
260 pages, 6 × 9, index 
$21.95 paper 978-1-68226-197-2 
e-book 978-1-61075-764-5

A former curator at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of American History and 
an award-winning historian of the American 
South, Pete Daniel was the first full-time 
public historian to serve as president of the 
Organization of American Historians. He 
co-curated Rock ’n’ Soul: Social Crossroads 
and Official Images: New Deal Photography, 
among several other major exhibitions. His 
books include Lost Revolutions: The South 
in the 1950s and Dispossession: Discrimination 
against African American Farmers in the Age of 
Civil Rights.
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Jerome and Rohwer
Memories of Japanese American Internment in 
World War II Arkansas

EDITED BY WALTER M. IMAHARA 
AND DAVID E. MELTZER

“This volume presents an intimate view of Japanese 
American incarceration in the South. It is a vital resource, 
preserving the voices and personal stories of the Imahara 
family and others who survived injustice at Rohwer and 
Jerome.”
—Kimberly Guise, senior curator and director for 
curatorial affairs, the National WWII Museum, New 
Orleans

Not long after the attack on Pearl Harbor that drew the 
United States into World War II, the federal government 
rounded up more than a hundred thousand immigrants and 
native-born citizens of Japanese descent and began one of 
the most horrific mass-incarceration events in US history. 
The program tore apart Asian American communities and 
destroyed livelihoods as it forced Japanese Americans to 
various “relocation centers” around the country. Two of 
these concentration camps—the Jerome and Rohwer War 
Relocation Centers—operated in Arkansas. 

Jerome and Rohwer is a collection of brief memoirs written 
by former internees of the Arkansas camps and their close 
family members. Here dozens of individuals, almost all of 
whom are now in their eighties or nineties, share their per-
sonal accounts as well as photographs and other illustrations 
related to their life-changing experiences. The collection, 
likely to be one of the last of its kind, is the only work 
composed solely of autobiographical remembrances of life 
in Jerome and Rohwer, and one of the very few that gathers 
in a single volume the experiences of internees in their own 
words.

What emerges is a vivid portrait of life behind barbed 
wire, where inalienable rights were flouted and American 
values suspended to bring a misguided sense of security to a 
race-obsessed nation at war. The accounts here also describe 
how in the barracks and the fields, the mess halls and the 
makeshift gathering places, values of perseverance, tolerance, 
and dignity—the gaman the internees shared—gave signifi-
cance to a transformative experience that changed forever 
what it means to call oneself an American.
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Walter Imahara was born in California, 
where his family were prominent members 
of the local Japanese American farming 
community before World War II. After being 
interned at Jerome and Rohwer, he became 
a US Army officer, the owner of a success-
ful nursery and landscape business, and a 
national champion weightlifter. He is the 
author of I Am an American: Japanese American, 
Asian Cajun. 
 
David Meltzer is associate professor in the 
College of Integrative Sciences and Arts at 
Arizona State University in Mesa.
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Winthrop Rockefeller
From New Yorker to Arkansawyer, 1912–1956

 JOHN A. KIRK

“John A. Kirk’s incisive new biography overturns the 
familiar view of Winthrop Rockefeller as an outsider who 
decamped from a world of incomparable privilege to an 
underdeveloped state where he forged an unlikely political 
legacy. Kirk demonstrates through dogged research and 
astute judgment that Rockefeller’s landmark service in 
Arkansas extended from his engagement in a broad range 
of undertakings from youth to adulthood. A readable and 
intriguing portrait of a figure whose prelude to power 
distinguished him from other Southern leaders of the era.”
—Ben F. Johnson, III, author of Arkansas in Modern 
America

Why did Winthrop Rockefeller, scion of one of the most 
powerful families in American history, leave New York 
for an Arkansas mountaintop in the 1950s? In this richly 
detailed biography of the former Arkansas governor, 
John A. Kirk delves into the historical record to fully 
unravel that mystery for the first time. Kirk pursues clues 
threaded throughout Rockefeller’s life, tracing his family 
background, childhood, and education; his rise in the oil 
industry from roustabout to junior executive; his military 
service in the Pacific during World War II, including his 
involvement in the battles of Guam, Leyte, and Okinawa; 
his postwar work in race relations, health, education, and 
philanthropy; his marriage to and divorce from Barbara 
“Bobo” Sears; and the birth of his only child, future 
Arkansas lieutenant governor Win Paul Rockefeller. This 
careful examination of Winthrop Rockefeller’s first forty-
four years casts a powerful new light on his relationship 
with his adopted state, where his legacy continues to be 
felt more than half a century after his governorship.
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John A. Kirk is the George W. Donaghey 
Distinguished Professor of History at the 
University of Arkansas at Little Rock and 
the author or editor of ten books, including 
Beyond Little Rock: The Origins and Legacies of 
the Central High Crisis and Race and Ethnicity 
in Arkansas: New Perspectives.



Lynching and Leisure
Race and the Transformation of 
Mob Violence in Texas

TERRY ANNE SCOTT

“This original and revealing examination of the puzzling 
practices and discourses that framed lynching as a leisure 
activity reveals a fundamental shift in the character of 
racial violence in the early twentieth century. A must-read 
for understanding how ordinary people could perpetrate 
the most barbaric racial atrocities.”
—Thomas C. Holt, author of The Movement: The African 
American Struggle for Civil Rights

“Terry Anne Scott speaks directly to our current moment 
by insisting that white supremacy infects every aspect of 
American life. Through painstaking archival data and 
vivid, gruesome storytelling, Scott explodes misconcep-
tions about recreation and pleasure in modern times. 
Lynching and Leisure is a spectacular revelation, showing 
how violence, justice, technology, fun, and profit bleed 
together to serve those in power. In the tradition of Ida B. 
Wells and legions of Black journalists, Scott documents 
these atrocities with courage and candor.”
—Ellen D. Wu, author of The Color of Success: Asian 
Americans and the Origins of the Model Minority

In Lynching and Leisure, Terry Anne Scott examines 
how white Texans transformed lynching from a largely 
clandestine strategy of extralegal punishment into a form 
of racialized recreation in which crowd involvement was 
integral to the mode and methods of the violence. Scott 
powerfully documents how lynchings came to function 
not only as tools for debasing the status of Black people 
but also as highly anticipated occasions for entertain-
ment, making memories with friends and neighbors, and 
reifying whiteness. In focusing on the sense of pleasure 
and normality that prevailed among the white spectator-
ship, this comprehensive study of Texas lynchings sheds 
new light on the practice understood as one of the chief 
strategies of racial domination in the nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century South.
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Terry Anne Scott is associate professor of 
American history and Chair of the History 
Department at Hood College. She is the edi-
tor of Seattle Sports: Play, Identity, and Pursuit 
in the Emerald City.
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Race, Labor, and Violence 
in the Delta
Essays to Mark the Centennial of the 
Elaine Massacre 

EDITED BY MICHAEL PIERCE AND CALVIN WHITE, JR.

Race, Labor, and Violence in the Delta examines the history of 
labor relations and racial conflict in the Mississippi Valley 
from the Civil War into the late twentieth century. This essay 
collection grew out of a conference marking the hundredth 
anniversary of one of the nation’s deadliest labor conflicts 
—the 1919 Elaine Massacre, during which white mobs 
ruthlessly slaughtered over two hundred African Americans 
across Phillips County, Arkansas, in response to a meeting of 
unionized Black sharecroppers. The essays here demonstrate 
that the brutality that unfolded in Phillips County was char-
acteristic of the culture of race- and labor-based violence 
that prevailed in the century after the Civil War. They detail 
how Delta landowners began seeking cheap labor as soon as 
the slave system ended—securing a workforce by inflict-
ing racial terror, eroding the Reconstruction Amendments 
in the courts, and obstructing federal financial-relief efforts. 
The result was a system of peonage that continued to exploit 
Blacks and poor whites for their labor, sometimes fatally. In 
response, laborers devised their own methods for sustaining 
themselves and their communities: forming unions, calling 
strikes, relocating, and occasionally operating outside the 
law. By shedding light on the broader context of the Elaine 
Massacre, Race, Labor, and Violence in the Delta reveals that the 
fight against white supremacy in the Delta was necessarily a 
fight for better working conditions, fair labor practices, and 
economic justice. 
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$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-206-1 
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Michael Pierce is associate professor 
of history at the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville. He is the author of Striking with 
the Ballot: Ohio Labor and the Populist Party. 
 
Calvin White Jr. is associate dean of the 
Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences at 
the University of Arkansas, where he is also 
associate professor of history. He is the author 
of The Rise to Respectability: Race, Religion, and 
the Church of God in Christ.
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Gut
Poems

J. BAILEY HUTCHINSON

Winner, 2022 Miller Williams Poetry Prize

“I couldn’t be more energized and excited knowing that  
J. Bailey Hutchinson’s Gut is the first winning manuscript in 
my tenure as the Miller Williams series editor. In addition to 
snagging first place, Gut also grabs the honor for the most 
appropriate manuscript title ever—because the gut is exactly 
where this book hits, relentlessly, poem after poem, page 
after page. Here is family attending to its family business, its 
love, its suspicions, and its fears under an insisting sun or a 
cold and tenacious moon. Here is the thunderous Mississippi 
River coursing through it all, scrubbing some things blame-
less, washing away others. Here is bold southern sensibility, 
rapturous and addictive, crafting poems that are impossible 
to turn away from. Bailey touts a smoldering command of 
her slice of the world, and her astute ability to recreate all 
the delightful nuances of that world is fully at work in this 
winning book.”
—Patricia Smith, Series Editor

J. Bailey Hutchinson’s Gut is the dazzling debut of a born 
storyteller. In Hutchinson’s poems, which explore the 
substance of personal history, family attains the mysterious 
stature of folklore, while the vast worlds of nature and of the 
imagination abound with extraordinary creatures that like-
wise elude full understanding. For the voracious conscious-
ness at work here, inheritance—what it means to be from a 
particular place and a particular people, no matter how one 
might strain against that—lies at the very heart of things.
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$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-202-3 
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J. Bailey Hutchinson is from Memphis, 
Tennessee. She earned her MFA from the 
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, where she 
served as assistant director of the Open Mouth 
Literary Center. She is an associate editor at 
Milkweed Editions, and her work can be found 
in Muzzle Magazine, Beloit Poetry Journal, and 
Ninth Letter, among other publications. She lives 
in Minneapolis.
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All Earthly Bodies 
MICHAEL MLEKODAY

Finalist, 2022 Miller Williams Poetry Prize

“All Earthly Bodies begins ‘Even the gaze / is a kind of 
government.’ And that line comes back to me whenever 
I think of the possibilities of our work, the many places 
that work must go, and the hard work we must do to get it 
there. Michael Mlekoday is savvy at the task at hand—the 
poems in this book break intriguing new ground, each one 
rollicking with both their grasp of audience and their adroit 
handling of the line, the inflection, the resounding word. 
This is distinctly a people’s poetry, at once accessible and 
starkly original.”
—Patricia Smith, Series Editor

From cities and cross-country bus rides to swamps and fern 
forests, Michael Mlekoday’s All Earthly Bodies celebrates the 
ungentrifiable, ungovernable wildness of life. This is anarchist 
ecology, genderqueer environmentalism, an earthbound 
theology against empire in all its forms. These poems ask 
how our lives and language, our prayers and politics, might 
evolve if we really listened to the world and its more-than-
human songs.

“Sometimes I wish I could / peel myself from myself /
without discarding the shell,” Mlekoday writes. Through a 
kind of lyric dreamwork, Mlekoday sounds the depths—of 
ancestry and identity, race and gender, earth and self—to 
track the unbecoming and re-membering of the body.
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Michael Mlekoday lives in the Putah Creek 
watershed of California, where they serve 
as poetry editor of Ruminate magazine and 
teach classes on hip-hop, gothic literature, and 
wilderness poetics. They have won the National 
Poetry Slam and served as cofounding editor of 
Button Poetry. Their first book, The Dead Eat 
Everything, won the Stan and Tom Wick Poetry 
Prize.
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Rational Anthem 
CASEY THAYER

Finalist, 2022 Miller Williams Poetry Prize

“Casey Thayer’s Rational Anthem tangles with the multi-
fisted specter of masculinity, yet veers into tenderness and 
insight with a deftness that startles. It’s a book of sharp, 
unforgiving edges and truths unveiled—all crafted with a 
canny lyricism that makes those truths shine new.”
—Patricia Smith, Series Editor

In a voice at times electrified by caustic cynicism, at other 
times stripped bare by grief, Casey Thayer’s Rational Anthem 
offers wry tribute to “the greatest country God could craft 
with the mules he had / on hand.” In seeking to tell the 
story of the ragged world around him, Thayer examines 
the links among flag-waving populism, religious fervor, and 
toxic masculinity. Here male intimacy—among childhood 
friends, between father and son, and in the tenuous bonds 
between young adults—generally finds acceptance only 
when expressed through a shared passion for guns and hunt-
ing: “I helped my father clean his hands with field grass, / 
convinced we had shared a moment / in rolling the internal 
organs out of the abdomen.”

In “How-To,” the book’s closer—a mash-up of instruc-
tions from active-shooter trainings attended by the poet—
Thayer grasps at strategies for surviving a world where 
we have come to see school shootings as routine: “Grab a 
textbook, they instructed my child, and hug it to your chest 
over your heart.”

Formally deft and lyrically dense, Rational Anthem asks 
why we find it so hard to change the stories we keep  
repeating.
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$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-204-7  
e-book 978-1-61075-773-7

Casey Thayer is the author of Self-Portrait with 
Spurs and Sulfur and Love for the Gun. His work 
has appeared in AGNI, American Poetry Review, 
Poetry, and elsewhere. He lives in Chicago.
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Abacus of Loss
A Memoir in Verse 

SHOLEH WOLPÉ

“‘Exile is a suitcase with a broken strap,’ writes Sholeh 
Wolpé in this autobiographical story that takes us across 
borders of language and time, from ‘a hill high above Tehran’ 
to the valley in Los Angeles. It is a journey where—we soon 
learn—‘loss is a language’ and the ‘fastest way out of a  
labyrinth / is up.’ So much to love about this brave and 
musical storytelling. I for one admire how much Wolpé loves 
our days, how much tenderness and insight each moment’s 
turn offers. There is much gusto, too, and such style and 
verve. ‘Make my curly hair your flag,’ the poet tells us, as 
she guides us on the trip via ‘boats crusted with our stories.’ 
Abacus of Loss is a terrific book, thrilling with lyric as it casts 
a narrative spell. Bravo!”
—Ilya Kaminsky, author of Deaf Republic and Dancing in 
Odessa

“Sholeh Wolpé’s Abacus of Loss is a manual for living. How 
to stay permeable to wonder and joy in a world that so 
aggressively conspires against them? In a world that can 
be so corrosive to grace? In one poem Wolpé writes, ‘Our 
passports lie on the yellow Formica table / side by side, two 
countries at war.’ In another, ‘God is just a vagabond /  
peddling bombs and swords.’ There is a remarkable braid 
here of a woman’s journey through a world run by men 
drunk on their own power, through a cosmos governed by a 
God apparently hidden by his. Abacus of Loss is a remark-
able achievement, an unforgettable text.”
—Kaveh Akbar, author of Pilgrim Bell and Calling a Wolf  
a Wolf

Albert Einstein said, “Not everything that can be counted 
counts, and not everything that counts can be counted.” 
It is in this vein that Sholeh Wolpé’s mesmerizing memoir 
in verse unfolds. In this lyrical and candid work, her fifth 
collection of poems, Wolpé invokes the abacus as an instru-
ment of remembering. Through different countries and 
cultures, she carries us bead by bead on a journey of loss and 
triumph, love and exile. In the end, the tally is insight, not 
numbers, and we arrive at a place where nothing is too small 
for gratitude.
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Sholeh Wolpé is an Iranian American 
poet, translator, and playwright. She is the 
award-winning author or editor of more 
than a dozen books, including Keeping Time 
with Blue Hyacinths, Sin: Selected Poems of 
Forugh Farrokhzad, and The Conference of the 
Birds. Currently a writer-in-residence at 
the University of California, Irvine, Wolpé 
has lived in Iran, Trinidad, and the United 
Kingdom. She presently resides in Los 
Angeles and Barcelona. 
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Reporting for Arkansas
The Documentary Films of Jack Hill 

DALE CARPENTER AND ROBERT COCHRAN

Jack Hill was a pioneering Arkansas documentary film-
maker dedicated to sharing his state’s history with a wider 
public. Following a decade as an award-winning investigative 
journalist and news anchor at KAIT in Jonesboro, Hill was 
pushed out by new management for his controversial report-
ing on corruption in a local sheriff ’s office. What seemed 
like a major career setback turned out to be an opportu-
nity: he founded the production company TeleVision for 
Arkansas, through which he produced dozens of original 
films. Although Hill brought an abiding interest in educa-
tion and public health to this work from the beginning, he 
found his true calling in topics based in Arkansas history. 
Convinced that a greater acquaintance with the state’s most 
significant historical events would nurture a greater sense 
of homegrown pride, Hill tirelessly crisscrossed the state to 
capture the voices of hundreds of Arkansans recalling sig-
nificant chapters in the state’s history, such as the oil boom 
in El Dorado and Smackover, the crucial contributions of 
the Arkansas Ordnance Plant in Jacksonville during World 
War II, and the role of Rosenwald Schools in expanding 
educational opportunities.

In Reporting for Arkansas, Dale Carpenter and Robert 
Cochran present a biography of Hill alongside an annotated 
selected filmography designed to accompany sixteen of his 
best films on subjects related to Arkansas history—all newly 
hosted online by the David and Barbara Pryor Center for 
Arkansas Oral and Visual History.
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Dale Carpenter has taught broadcast jour-
nalism and documentary filmmaking at the 
University of Arkansas for a quarter century. 
His documentary films have been broadcast 
nationally on PBS and have garnered seven 
regional Emmy Awards. 
 
Robert Cochran is professor of English 
and director of the Center for Arkansas and 
Regional Studies at the University of Arkansas. 
He is the author of several books on Arkansas 
culture, including Lights! Camera! Arkansas!: 
From Broncho Billy to Billy Bob Thornton, co-
authored with Suzanne McCray.
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Queen of the Hillbillies
Writings of May Kennedy McCord 

EDITED BY PATTI MCCORD AND KRISTENE SUTLIFF

“The distinctive culture of the Ozarks has been preserved 
through those who lived it and shared by those who love it. 
May Kennedy McCord did both of these things: her words, 
based on pure devotion to the region and its people, not 
only benefited her contemporaries but will also inspire new 
readers who can now see the Ozarks through her eyes.”
—Kaitlyn McConnell, founder of Ozarks Alive

May Kennedy McCord, lovingly nicknamed “First Lady 
of the Ozarks” and “Queen of the Hillbillies,” spent half a 
century sharing the history, songs, and stories of her native 
Ozarks through newspaper columns, radio programs, and 
music festivals. Though her work made her one of the twen-
tieth century’s preeminent folklorists, McCord was first and 
foremost an entertainer—at one time nearly as renowned as 
the hills she loved.

Despite the encouragement of her contemporaries, 
McCord never published a collection of her work. In 1956, 
Vance Randolph wrote to her, “If you didn’t have such a 
mental block against writing books, I could show you how 
to make a book out of extracts from your columns. It would 
be very little work, and sell like hotcakes. . . . I could write a 
solemn little introduction, telling the citizens what a fine gal 
you are! The hell of it is, most of the readers know all about 
you.” In Queen of the Hillbillies, editors Patti McCord and 
Kristene Sutliff at last bring together the best of McCord’s 
published and previously unpublished writings to share her 
knowledge, humor, and inimitable spirit with a new genera-
tion of readers.
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e-book 978-1-61075-766-9

Patti McCord is the granddaughter of May 
Kennedy McCord. 
 
Kristene Sutliff is professor emerita at 
Missouri State University, where she directed 
the Ozarks Studies Institute for several years 
 
Both were born and raised in the Missouri 
Ozarks.
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The Crown Games of Ancient 
Greece
Archaeology, Athletes, and Heroes

DAVID LUNT

“David Lunt has written a comprehensive introduction 
to the four major sport games in antiquity. Lunt combines 
archeological, religious, epigraphic, and literary sources and 
contemporizes them to the American context. A great com-
pendium that expounds the history of discoveries and opens 
up new possibilities for research.”
—Reyes Bertolín Cebrián, author of The Athlete in the 
Ancient Greek World

The Crown Games were the apex of competition in ancient 
Greece. Along with prestigious athletic contests in honor 
of Zeus at Olympia, they comprised the Pythian Games for 
Apollo at Delphi, the Isthmian Games for Poseidon, and 
the Nemean Games, sacred to Zeus. For over nine hundred 
years, the Greeks celebrated these athletic and religious 
festivals, a rare point of cultural unity amid the fierce 
regional independence of the numerous Greek city-states 
and kingdoms.

The Crown Games of Ancient Greece examines these festi-
vals in the context of the ancient Greek world, a vast and 
sprawling cultural region that stretched from modern Spain 
to the Black Sea and North Africa. Illuminating the unique 
history and features of the celebrations, David Lunt delves 
into the development of the contest sites as sanctuaries and 
the Panhellenic competitions that gave them their distinctive 
character. While literary sources have long been the mainstay 
for understanding the evolution of the Crown Games and 
ancient Greek athletics, archaeological excavations have 
significantly augmented contemporary understandings of 
the events. Drawing on this research, Lunt brings deeper 
context to these gatherings, which were not only athlet-
ics competitions but also occasions for musical contests, 
dramatic performances, religious ceremonies, and diplomatic 
summits—as well as raucous partying. Taken as a circuit, the 
Crown Games offer a more nuanced view of ancient Greek 
culture than do the well-known Olympian Games on their 
own. With this comprehensive examination of the Crown 
Games, Lunt provides a new perspective on how the ancient 
Greeks competed and collaborated both as individuals and 
as city-states.
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$54.95 cloth 978-1-68226-200-9 
ebook 978-1-61075-767-6 

David Lunt is associate professor of history at 
Southern Utah University, where he teaches 
ancient history and conducts research on the 
role of sports in society. His scholarship on an-
cient athletics has appeared in numerous publi-
cations, including the Journal of Olympic Studies, 
the Journal of Sport History, and The Bloomsbury 
Companion to the Philosophy of Sport.
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A Spectacular Leap
Black Women Athletes in Twentieth-Century 
America

JENNIFER H. LANSBURY

An insightful, well-researched, and thought-provoking analy-
sis of African American female athletes in the last century.”
—Scott N. Brooks, The Journal of African American History

“An important addition to the historiography of women 
and sport.
—Amy Essington, The Journal of American History

“A compelling, readable narrative that uses biography to 
illuminate black women’s place in sport history and, more 
broadly, U.S. history.”
—Susan K. Cahn, author of Coming on Strong: Gender and 
Sexuality in Twentieth-Century Women’s Sport

Through the stories of six athletes—Alice Coachman, Ora 
Washington, Althea Gibson, Wilma Rudloph, Wyomia Tyus, 
and Jackie Joyner-Kersee—Jennifer H. Lansbury deftly 
follows the emergence of black women athletes from the 
African American community; their confrontations with 
contemporary attitudes of race, class, and gender; and their 
encounters with the civil rights movement. Uncovering the 
various strategies the athletes used to beat back stereotypes, 
Lansbury explores the fullness of African American women’s 
relationship with sport in the twentieth century.

APRIL 2022 
352 pages, 6 × 9 
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-211-5 
e-book 978-1-61075-542-9

Jennifer Lansbury is a twentieth-century 
American cultural historian. She is the author 
of More Than Words Can Ever Tell.

NEW IN PAPER
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“Once again, Johnson has transfigured a 
detailed account of a single state’s history 
into a reading experience substantive and 
lively enough to satisfy both seasoned 
scholars and a general audience.”
—Janine A. Parry, Arkansas Historical 
Quarterly

$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-102-6
e-book 978-1-61075-672-3

“Anyone with an interest in the histori-
cal geography of territorial Arkansas will 
find this monograph indispensable. This 
work also is recommended for anyone 
curious about frontier travel and the life 
of American settlers west of the lower 
Mississippi River.”
—Steven L. Driever, Historical Geography

$34.95 cloth 978-1-68226-096-8 
e-book 978-1-61075-665-5

“Two hundred years from today, if man-
kind still exists, folks interested in the 
goings-on in the world of boxing during 
the first decades of the 21st century will 
be directed to the writings of Thomas 
Hauser. And I have no doubt that a com-
plete set of his annual anthologies will be 
a prized collectible.”
—Arne Lange, The Sweet Science 
 
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-179-8 
e-book 978-1-61075-753-9

Winner,
2021 Booker Worthen Literary Prize

$39.95 cloth 978-1-68226-145-3
e-book 978-1-61075-729-4

“Whether you are new to fishing or an 
old hand with many tall tales under your 
belt, this book is a great addition to your 
library and will serve as a great reference 
guide for your next outing.”
—Wildlife Mississippi

$69.95 cloth 978-1-68226-103-3
e-book 978-1-61075-673-0

“Winders has done an admirable job of 
recounting George Dixon’s life. Readers 
are transported back in time to the 
Olympic Club in New Orleans for the 
three-day Carnival of Champions in 
1992. Dixon’s sad beating at the hands of 
Terry McGovern in New York in 1900 is 
particularly well told.”
—Thomas Hauser, The Sweet Science

$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-177-4
e-book 978-1-61075-752-2



15    aWards and revieWs

“For her first collection, Madeleine 
Wattenberg has pushed the boundaries of 
our engagement with myth by traversing 
the field of desire. It is an admirable 
debut. It is perhaps most admirable when 
asking what Io of Argos never could: 
once transformed, who are we to blame 
for our transformation?”
—Z. L. Nickels, Salt Hill

$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-163-7
e-book 978-1-61075-742-3

“A great contribution not only to the 
history of sports literature but also to 
understanding the role of Latin America 
in the making of twentieth-century 
history.”
—Luiz Guilherme Burlamaqui, 
Journal of Sport History

$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-110-1
e-book 978-1-61075-679-2

“Jeanette Fregulia’s compact but wide-
ranging A Rich and Tantalizing Brew 
bridges a number of chronological and 
geographical gaps in the historical  
trajectory of contemporary global  
society’s favorite addictive stimulant.”
—Patrick Funiciello, The Social History of 
Alcohol and Drugs 

$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-087-6
e-book 978-1-61075-655-6

“Spring and a Thousand Years (Unabridged) 
is an invigorating book, offering readers 
not just the pleasures of the imagina-
tion but also a way to avoid the spiritual 
poverty which afflicts so many modern 
lives.”
—Lee Rossi, Rain Taxi

$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-133-0
e-book 978-1-61075-690-7

“Teeth Never Sleep is a must read for its 
devastating imagery of the body lending 
a kind of concreteness that belies the  
collection’s commitment to fluidity.”
—Bryon Dickon, American Book Review

$16.95 paper 978-1-68226-073-9
e-book 978-1-61075-647-1

“Twin Cities Sports serves as a thoughtful, 
readable compendium of historical  
sporting information in the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul area.”
—Peter Lund, Journal of Sport History

$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-109-5
e-book 978-1-61075-678-5



16   recently puBlisHed

American Atrocity 
The Types of Violence in Lynching 
Guy Lancaster 
$19.95 paper 978-1-68226-186-6 
e-book 978-1-61075-755-3

Better Living by Their Own 
Bootstraps
Black Women’s Activism in Rural Arkansas, 
1914–1965
Cherisse Jones-Branch
$39.95 cloth 978-1-68226-166-8
e-book 978-1-61075-7-447

Friday Comes on Tuesday 
An Adventure at Crystal Bridges  
Museum of American Art 
Darcy Pattison 
Illustrations by Rich Davis 
$14.95 cloth 978-1-68226-183-5 
e-book 978-1-61075-757-7 

Food Studies in Latin 
American Literature 
Perspectives on the Gastronarrative 
Edited by Rocío del Aguila  
and Vanesa Miseres 
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-181-1 
e-book 978-1-61075-754-6

In American Waters
The Sea in American Painting
Edited by Daniel Finamore 
and Austen Barron Bailly
$60.00 cloth 978-1-68226-170-5

The Ku Klux Klan in 1920s Arkansas
How Protestant White Nationalism Came 
to Rule a State
Kenneth C. Barnes
$34.95 cloth 978-1-68226-1-590
e-book 978-1-61075-737-9



17   recently puBlisHed

Like We Still Speak 
Danielle Badra 
$16.95 paper 978-1-68226-176-7 
e-book 978-1-61075-751-5

Minuteman
A Technical History of the Missile That Defined 
American Nuclear Warfare
David K. Stumpf
$39.95 cloth 978-1-68226-154-5
e-book 978-1-61075-735-5

Ozark Country
Otto Ernest Rayburn 
Edited by Brooks Blevins
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-160-6
e-book 978-1-61075-739-3 The 

Provisions of War 
Expanding the Boundaries of Food 
and Conflict, 1840–1990 
Edited by Justin Nordstrom 
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-175-0 
$69.95 cloth 978-1-68226-196-5 
e-book 978-1-61075-750-8

Remote Access
Small Public Libraries in Arkansas
Sabine Schmidt and Don House
Introduction by Robert Cochran 
$45.00 cloth 978-1-68226-172-9 
e-book 978-1-61075-748-5

Rising Star
The Meaning of Nikki Haley,  
Trump’s Unlikely Ambassador
Jason A. Kirk 
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-182-8 
e-book 978-1-61075-756-0



18   arkansas and tHe region

Arkansas
A Concise History
Jeannie M. Whayne, Thomas A. DeBlack, 
George Sabo III, and Morris S. Arnold
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-092-0
e-book 978-1-61075-661-7

Arkansas Made, Volume 1
A Survey of the Decorative, Mechanical, and 
Fine Arts Produced in Arkansas through 1950
Swannee Bennett and William B. Worthen
$39.95 cloth 978-1-68226-131-6 ‘
e-book 978-1-61075-688-4

Arkansas Made, Volume 2
A Survey of the Decorative, Mechanical, and 
Fine Arts Produced in Arkansas through 1950
Swannee Bennett, Jennifer Carman, and 
William B. Worthen
$39.95 cloth 978-1-68226-144-6 
e-book 978-1-61075-728-7

A Family Practice
The Russell Doctors and the Evolving 
Business of Medicine, 1799–1989
William D. Lindsey, William L. Russell, 
and Mary L. Ryan
$34.95 cloth 978-1-68226-127-9
e-book 978-1-61075-686-0

Blood in Their Eyes
The Elaine Massacre of 1919
Revised edition
Grif Stockley, Brian K. Mitchell, 
and Guy Lancaster
$27.95 paper 978-1-68226-136-1 
e-book 978-1-61075-724-9

Bullets and Fire
Lynching and Authority in Arkansas, 
1840-1950
Guy Lancaster
$39.95 paper 978-1-68226-044-9
e-book 978-1-61075-622-8

Dardanelle and the Bottoms
Environment, Agriculture, and Economy in an 
Arkansas River Community, 1819–1970
Mildred Diane Gleason
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-038-8
e-book 978-1-61075-614-3

The First Twenty-Five
An Oral History of the Desegregation of 
Little Rock’s Public Junior High Schools
Edited by LaVerne Bell-Tolliver
$24.95 cloth 978-1-68226-047-0
e-book 978-1-61075-624-2

Exploring the Big Woods 
A Guide to the Last Great Forest  
of the Arkansas Delta
Matthew D. Moran 
$21.95 paper 978-1-68226-010-4 
e-book 978-1-61075-594-8



19   arkansas and tHe region

Fugitivism
Escaping Slavery in the Lower 
Mississippi Valley, 1820–1860
S. Charles Bolton
$34.95 cloth 978-1-68226-099-9
e-book 978-1-61075-669-3

Hipbillies
Deep Revolution in the Arkansas Ozarks
Jared M. Phillips
With a Foreword by Crescent 
Dragonwagon
$27.95 paper 978-1-68226-090-6
e-book9 78-1-61075-659-4

Just and Righteous Causes
Rabbi Ira Sanders and the Fight for Racial 
and Social Justice in Arkansas, 1926–1963
James L. Moses
$34.95 cloth 978–1–68226–075–3
e-book 978-1-61075-651-8

Yesterday Today
Life in the Ozarks
Catherine S. Barker
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-124-8
e-book 978-1-61075-683-9

It’s All Done Gone
Arkansas Photographs from the Farm Security 
Administration Collection, 1935–1943
Patsy G. Watkins
$39.95 cloth 978–1–68226–063–0
e-book 978-1-61075-639-6

The Literature of the Ozarks
An Anthology
Edited by Phillip Douglas Howerton
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-085-2
e-book 978-1-61075-658-7

The Man in Song
A Discographic Biography of Johnny Cash
John M. Alexander
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-051-7
e-book 978-1-61075-628-0

The War at Home 
Perspectives on the Arkansas Experience 
during World War I
Edited by Mark K. Christ
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-126-2
e-book 978-1-61075-685-3

Territorial Ambition
Land and Society in Arkansas, 1800–1840
S. Charles Bolton
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-128-6
e-book 978-1-61075-687-7



20   selected Backlist: food and foodWays

American Appetites
A Documentary Reader
Edited by Jennifer Jensen Wallach 
and Lindsey R. Swindall
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-668-0
e-book 978-1-61075-550-4

Chop Suey and Sushi 
from Sea to Shining Sea
Chinese and Japanese Restaurants 
in the United States
Edited by Bruce Makoto Arnold, 
Tanfer Emin Tunç, and Raymond Douglas Chong
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-060-9
e-book 978-1-61075-636-5

Dethroning the Deceitful Pork Chop
Rethinking African American 
Foodways from Slavery to Obama
Edited by Jennifer Jensen Wallach
$27.95 paper 978-1-55728-679-6
e-book 978-1-61075-568-9

Mexican-Origin Foods, Foodways, 
and Social Movements
Decolonial Perspectives
Edited by Devon G. Peña, Luz Calvo, 
Pancho McFarland, and Gabriel R. Valle
$27.95 paper 978-1-68226-036-4
e-book 978-1-61075-618-1

To Feast on Us as Their Prey
Cannibalism and the Early Modern Atlantic
Edited by Rachel B. Herrmann
$27.95 paper 978-1-68226-082-1
e-book 978-1-61075-656-3

Forging Communities
Food and Representation in Medieval 
and Early Modern Southwestern Europe
Edited by Montserrat Piera
$29.95 paper 978–1–68226–068–5
e-book 978-1-61075-642-6

Inventing Authenticity
How Cookbook Writers Redefine 
Southern Identity
Carrie Helms Tippen
$24.95 paper 978–1–68226–065–4

Rooted Resistance
Agrarian Myth in Modern America
Ross Singer, Stephanie Houston Grey, 
and Jeff Motter
$27.95 paper 978-1-68226-143-9
e-book 978-1-61075-725-6

Latin@s’ Presence  
in the Food Industry
Changing How We Think about Food
Edited by Meredith E. Abarca 
and Consuelo Carr Salas
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-693-2
e-book 978-1-61075-579-5



21   selected Backlist: sport, culture, and society

Gridiron Gourmet
Gender and Food at the Football Tailgate
Maria J. Veri and Rita Liberti
$39.95 cloth 978-1-68226-101-9
e-book 978-1-61075-671-6

Hoop Crazy
The Lives of Clair Bee and Chip Hilton
Dennis Gildea
$34.95 cloth 978-1-55728-641-3
e-book 978-1-61075-529-0

Making March Madness
The Early Years of the NCAA, NIT, and 
College Basketball Championships, 1922-1951
Chad Carlson
$44.95 cloth 978-1-68226-033-3
e-book 978-1-61075-615-0

Seattle Sports
Play, Identity, and Pursuit 
in the Emerald City
Edited by Terry Anne Scott
$27.95 paper 978-1-68226-135-4
e-book 978-1-61075-723-2

Moving Boarders 
Skateboarding and the Changing 
Landscape of Urban Youth Sports 
Matthew Atencio, Becky Beal, E. Missy 
Wright, and ZáNean McClain
$29.95 paper 978–1–68226–079–1
e-book 978-1-61075-653-2

New Orleans Sports 
Playing Hard in the Big Easy
Edited by Thomas Aiello 
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-100-2
e-book 978-1-61075-670-9

Out of the Shadows
A Biographical History of African 
American Athletes
David K. Wiggins
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-876-9
ebook 978-1-61075-295-4

Separate Games
African American Sport behind the Walls 
of Segregation
Edited by David K. Wiggins 
and Ryan A. Swanson
$26.95 paper 978-1-68226-122-4
e-book 978-1-61075-600-6

Rivals
Legendary Matchups That Made 
Sports History
Edited by David K. Wiggins 
and R. Pierre Rodgers
$29.95 paper 978-1-55728-921-6
ebook 978-1-61075-349-4



22   selected Backlist: poetry and literature

The Apple That Astonished Paris
Poems by Billy Collins
$16.50 paper 978-1-55728-823-3
e-book 978-1-61075-022-6

Breaking the Jaws of Silence
Sixty American Poets Speak to the World
Edited by Sholeh Wolpé
$22.50 paper 978-1-55728-629-1
e-book 978-1-61075-517-7

Beyond Memory
An Anthology of Contemporary 
Arab American Creative Nonfiction
Edited by Pauline Kaldas 
and Khaled Mattawa
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-125-5
$59.95 cloth 978-1-68226-130-9
e-book 978-1-61075-684-6

The Guestroom Novelist
A Donald Harington Miscellany
Edited by Brian Walter
$29.95 cloth 978-1-68226-091-3
e-book 978-1-61075-660-0

The Chemistry of Fire
Essays
Laurence Gonzales
$22.95 paper 978-1-68226-151-4
e-book 978-1-61075-733-1

Double Toil and Trouble
A New Novel and Short Stories 
by Donald Harington
Edited by Brian Walter
$29.95 cloth 978-1-68226-142-2
978-1-61075-727-0 

The Golden Shovel Anthology
New Poems Honoring Gwendolyn Brooks
Second Edition
Edited by Peter Kahn, Ravi Shankar, 
and Patricia Smith
Foreword by Terrance Hayes
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-095-1
e-book 978-1-61075-664-8

Hagar Poems
Mohja Kahf
Foreword by Amina Wadud
$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-000-5
e-book 978-1-61075-588-7

Eternal Sentences
Michael McGriff
$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-162-0
e-book 978-1-61075-741-6



23    selected Backlist: poetry and literature

I Was Waiting to See What 
You Would Do First
Poems by Angie Mazakis
$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-134-7
e-book 978-1-61075-691-4

The Light the Dead See
Selected Poems of Frank Stanford
Edited by Leon Stokesbury
$18.95 paper 978-1-55728-193-7

Migratory Sound
Poems by Sara Lupita Olivares
$16.95 paper 978-1-68226-149-1
e-book  978-1-61075-731-7

Spring and a Thousand Years 
(Unabridged)
Poems by Judy Halebsky
$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-133-0
e-book 978-1-61075-690-7

Moon News
Craig Blais
$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-161-3
e-book 978-1-61075-740-9

Roze & Blud
a poem by Jayson Iwen
$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-132-3
e-book 978-1-61075-689-1

Shared Secrets
The Queer World of Newbery 
Medalist Charles J. Finger
Elizabeth Findley Shores
$39.95 cloth 978-1-68226-155-2
e-book 978-1-61075-736-2

Strip
Poems by Jessica Abughattas
$16.95 paper 978-1-68226-148-4
e-book 978-1-61075-730-0

Sin
Selected Poems of Forugh Farrokhzad
Edited and Translated by Sholeh Wolpé
$16.95 paper 978-1-55728-948-3
e-book 978-1-61075-383-8



24   epic Books: leadersHip

Values-Driven Authentic 
Leadership
Essential Lessons from the LeadershipWWEB 
Podcast Series

ANDREW BRAHAM, MATTHEW WALLER, 
AND JOHN ENGLISH
FOREWORD BY JOHN WHITE

In Values-Driven Authentic Leadership: Essential Lessons from the 
LeadershipWWEB Podcast Series, Andrew Braham, Matthew 
Waller, and John English examine the intersection of values, 
authenticity, and leadership. Drawing upon numerous con-
versations with a wide range of professional leaders, includ-
ing several Fortune 500 CEOs, the authors identify six key 
opportunities for leadership growth: having a mentor, being 
in a group, knowing yourself, navigating transitions, being 
a mentor, and values and company culture. By sharing their 
own experiences, Braham, Waller, English, and the leaders 
they interview bring the facets of authentic leadership to life 
with personal insight.

Whether you are a mentor or a mentee, a student or a 
professional, Values-Driven Authentic Leadership will help 
guide you on your own leadership journey

MARCH 
112 pages, index, 6 × 9 
$29.95 paper 978-1-954892-06-4

Andrew Braham is associate professor of civil 
engineering at the University of Arkansas. He is 
the coauthor of Fundamentals of Sustainability in 
Civil Engineering. 
 
Matthew Waller is dean of the Sam M. 
Walton College of Business at the University 
of Arkansas, where he also holds the Sam M. 
Walton Leadership Chair and is a profes-
sor of supply chain management. He is the 
coauthor of The Definitive Guide to Inventory 
Management, Purple on the Inside: How J. B. Hunt 
Transport Set Itself Apart in a Field Full of Brown 
Cows, Integrating Blockchain into Supply Chain 
Management: A Toolkit for Practical Implementation, 
and The Dean’s List: Leading a Modern Business 
School. 
 
John English is vice-chancellor for the 
Division of Research and Innovation at the 
University of Arkansas and professor in the 
Department of Industrial Engineering. 



25   BkMk Books: fiction

This Is Not Your Country
Stories

AMIN AHMAD

“Within the blur of the globalized world, Ahmad focuses on 
the “new immigrant’—familiar with many cities, but never 
at home. A beautiful, vivid collection.”
—Chaitali Sen, author of The Pathless Sky

“Ahmad is interested in dreamers, secret-harborers, country-
leavers. They convince us that their world is not right, that 
much has happened before, that resolution and healing is 
close by. But Ahmad promises us nothing. Perhaps that is 
why we should read him, because he makes us want to 
believe.”
—Deepak Unnikrishnan, author of Temporary People

This Is Not Your Country by Amin Ahmad won the  
G. S. Sharat Chandra Prize from BkMk Press, selected by 
Stephanie Powell Watts. America has upended the lives of 
these Indian immigrants: a doctor addicted to the adrena-
line rush of the ER, a genius computer programmer who 
always gets fired, a high-level bureaucrat outshone by his 
young wife, a teenage runaway, and a lonely livery driver 
who befriends a troupe of street acrobats. As they desperately 
seek solace in love, sex, and status, they discover that the 
journey to real belonging is much stranger than they had 
ever imagined.

Stories in This Is Not Your Country have appeared in 
such places as The Missouri Review, Slice, and Asian American 
Literary Review.

AVAILABLE NOW 
375 pages, 6 × 9 
$18.95 paper 978-1-943491-28-5

Amin Ahmad was raised in India, attended 
Vassar College and MIT, and has lived in 
Boston, New York, Washington DC, and 
Chicago. He worked as an architect before 
turning to fiction and now teaches creative 
writing at Duke University.



26   BkMk Book: poetry

Flowers as Mind Control
Poems

LAURA MINOR

“‘This is the magnificent story of ruining things, weep-
ing bottles, flying tuna-fish sandwiches,’ writes Minor in 
her panoramic debut that explores setting (mostly Florida), 
relationships with men and women, illness, friendship, 
depression, and suicidal ideation. Its dedication ‘to women 
everywhere who refuse to give up their dreams’ signals the 
collection’s interest in resilience. Readers will enjoy Minor’s 
fierce, unabashed voice.”
—Publishers Weekly

“One of the greatest pleasures I take in poetry is that feeling 
of camaraderie: the shared space of mutual humanity. That 
sense of belonging in the world, even with all its volatilities 
and uncertainties. And Laura Minor’s poems deliver on that 
pleasure. Achingly real and ever aspiring, this book is full of 
wonder, full of longing and its rewards. ‘I guess I just wanted 
to see snow falliing from the sky,’ she writes, and ‘I will open 
a small sea for you.’ I find these poems so gratifying, so nec-
essary. Tender and awake to what’s possible.”
—D.A. Powell, author of Useless Landscape, or a Guide for 
Boys

This book, which was selected by poet John Hodgen for 
the John Ciardi Prize for Poetry, ranges across rural Florida 
and Georgia as well as Los Angeles and New York City, 
includes considerations of homesickness, memory, music, 
alcohol, love, and loss. With a voice at once inquisitive and 
prescient, Minor meditates on consumption, vice, homesick-
ness, memory, family, and the landscape. Minor’s writing is 
unerringly lyric and blooming with elegant charm and keen 
description. This book is an alchemy of fortitude in the face 
of despair and all the transformative possibility that comes 
with the hope for a better future.

AVAILABLE NOW 
74 pages 
$15.95 paper 978-1-943491-30-8

Laura Minor won the Rita Dove Poetry 
Award (chosen by Marilyn Nelson), the 
Sassaman Graduate Creative Writing Award, the 
International Literary Award, and the Emerging 
Writers Spotlight Award, chosen by poet D.A. 
Powell. She was a finalist for the National 
Poetry Series. She was named one of the “10 
Acclaimed FSU English Professors That Will 
Inspire You” by collegemagazine.com. Her 
poetry is forthcoming or has most recently 
appeared in Ploughshares, North American Review, 
The Missouri Review, The Normal School, South 
Carolina Review, Quiddity International Literary 
Journal, Arc Poetry Magazine, and the 2021 
New Rivers Press anthology, Wild Gods: The 
Ecstatic In Contemporary Poetry and Prose. She 
was a Teachers College Fellow at Columbia 
University and was chosen by Denise Duhamel 
for a Sarah Lawrence Poetry Award. She holds a 
PhD from Florida State University and an MFA 
from Sarah Lawrence. She currently lives near 
the Appalachian Trail.



27   BkMk: poetry

Luminous Blue Variables
and Other Major Poems 

MICHELLE BOISSEAU

“I always said Michelle Boisseau was tough. In Luminous 
Blue Variables: and Other Major Poems, she stands witness to 
our guilt, cruelty, and inherent sadness.’[H]ow little of  
history / is ever reeled in and put away.’ Of whom or 
what does she not speak? Pliny the Elder, the Stasi and the 
Berlin Wall, Voltaire, slavery, the Gestapo, her father, and, in 
a language that glistens, Danaë in her ‘tower of light’—the 
golden rain. Moving from the personal to the universal and 
back again, she shows, with an exquisite eye for detail, how 
‘One life is so small its story fits everywhere.’ A wonderful 
read.”
—Alice Friman, author of Zoo

“My great friend in poetry for 40 years, Michelle and I 
shared a love of baseball, fathers in radio, and often an ambi-
tion for a longer symphonic poem that fully explored con-
cepts and the permutations of imagery as they formed and 
amplified core emotion and thought. But always I admired 
her talent, equaled by few, for precision and economy in the 
longer forms that boosted the signal of the poem and made 
it resonate. I admired her poetic acumen which so subtly 
drove the poems, and especially her fierce and unflinching 
intelligence that produced and joined engaging images that 
took on larger metaphysical problems as well as our mortal-
ity. We both were survivors of Catholic school, yet somehow 
retained a subtext that attracted us to cosmology, what that 
might suggest about a life beyond the planet, or not. And 
yet, all her poems are accessible, grounded with specifics 
and a deep, compelling humanity that speak honestly to 
us for all of their brilliance. I loved her exceptional energy 
and love for poetry and life. This exceptional collection of 
her poems is a testament to that. As it’s written of Luminous 
Blue Variables: ‘. . . because of these stars’ . . . high luminos-
ity, their lifetime is very short. . . . There was no shining like 
Michelle’s.”
—Christopher Buckley

AVAILABLE NOW 
142 pages 
$15.95 paper 978-1-943491-31-5

Michelle Boisseau was the author of several 
books of poetry, including Trembling Air, a PEN 
USA finalist, Understory, winner of the Morse 
Prize, and her university textbook, Writing 
Poems, initiated by the late Robert Wallace and 
co-edited most recently with her colleague 
Hadara Bar-Nadav. Boisseau was a Guggenheim 
fellow and received two fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the Arts. Prior to her 
untimely death in 2017, she taught in the MFA 
program at the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City. She was an associate editor for BkMk 
Press and a contributing editor of New Letters 
magazine.



28   BkMk press: essays

How I Married Michele
And Other Journeys, Essays

GARY GILDNER

“The huge gift to the reader that hums through and grounds 
Gary Gildner’s collection of essays is a particular shine of tal-
ent: Gildner engages this world with both a storyteller’s and 
a poet’s heart. It’s a deep engagement vividly drawn in sen-
sory and emotional realms, an exaltation of the everyday as 
well as the extraordinary. Gildner is a writer who embraces 
this bumptious life with the explorer’s sense of wonder. Each 
essay is a gem, a dazzler.”
—Maureen McCoy, author of Junebug and Divining Blood

In these fifteen personal essays, Gary Gildner comes of age 
at a Catholic school learning Latin, how the girls crossed 
their legs in algebra, and football in the school’s bomb 
shelter by exchanging punches with his best friend. He goes 
to Communist Poland to teach American literature and, in 
medias res, teaches the Warsaw Sparks baseball team how to 
win. Living in Czechoslovakia when that country is splitting 
in half, he learns the meaning of “Where the Dog is Buried” 
and fathers a daughter. Gildner writes about his Polish-
German family’s immigrant story and his friendships with 
poet Richard Hugo and Raymond Andrews, his college 
roommate and the author of Baby Sweet’s and other African 
American novels. He writes about 9/11, stealing, meeting a 
cougar up close, meeting Michele, felling his barn in Idaho’s 
Clearwater Mountains with a crowbar, and boxing with 
Chuck Davey, a fellow Michigan State Spartan and one-time 
challenger for the World Welterweight title.

Essays from this collection have appeared in such venues 
as the New York Times Magazine, The Southern Review, and 
New Letters.

AVAILABLE NOW 
248 pages 
$18.95 paper 978-1-943491-22-3

Gary Gildner has given readings at the 92 
St. Y, Manhattan Theatre Club, Library of 
Congress, Shakespeare & Co. in Paris, and on 
the ferry crossing Lake Michigan. He’s been 
writer-in-residence at Reed, Davidson, and 
Randolph colleges, Seattle University, and 
Michigan State. Among his many books are two 
memoirs, a novel, four collections of stories and 
eight of poems. He is the winner of a National 
Magazine Award, Pushcart prizes, NEA and 
other fellowships, the William Carlos Williams, 
Theodore Roethke, and Iowa Poetry awards. 
He and Michele have traded the Clearwater 
Mountains of Idaho for the foothills of the 
Catalina Mountains in Arizona.



29   upset press: poetry

A Dove in Free Flight
FARAJ BAYRAKDAR
EDITED & INTRODUCED BY AMMIEL ALCALAY AND 
SHAREAH TALEGHANI
INTERVIEW WITH FARAJ BAYRAKDAR BY  
MUHAMMAD ‘ALI AL-ATASSI
PORTRAIT OF THE POET BY ELIAS KHOURY

In 2002—just after 9/11 and prior to the US invasion of 
Iraq—a group inspired by Lebanese novelist Elias Khoury’s 
seminar on Arab prison literature decided to collectively 
translate Syrian poet Faraj Bayrakdar’s collection A Dove 
in Free Flight. Smuggled out of prison, the poems were 
published in Beirut without his knowledge, as a means 
of publicizing the poet’s plight as a political prisoner, and 
exerting pressure on public opinion to pay attention to his 
case. A French version, translated by the great Moroccan 
poet Abdellatif Laabi, himself a former political prisoner, 
followed. More than fourteen years after initial completion 
of the project, UpSet Press presents this extraordinary poetic, 
human, and historical document, featuring an introduc-
tion by editors Ammiel Alcalay and Shareah Taleghani, a 
preface by Elias Khoury, and a lengthy interview with the 
poet himself following his release on November 16, 2000, 
after thirteen years, seven months, and seventeen days in the 
Syrian carceral archipelago.

AVAILABLE NOW 
128 pages 
$22.95 paper 978-1-937357-00-9

Faraj Bayrakdar is a journalist and award-
winning poet. In 1987 he was arrested on 
suspicion of belonging to the Party for 
Communist Action and remained in prison 
without trial until 1993 when he was sentenced 
to fifteen years hard labor for belonging to an 
unauthorized political organization. 
 
Poet, novelist, translator, critic, and scholar 
Ammiel Alcalay teaches at Queens College 
and The Graduate Center, CUNY. His books 
include After Jews and Arabs, Memories of Our 
Future, Islanders, neither wit nor gold: from then, 
from the warring factions, and a little history. 
 
R. Shareah Taleghani is Assistant Professor 
and Director of Middle East studies at Queens 
College, the City University of New York. 
 
Elias Khoury was born in Beirut, where he 
now lives. A major international author whose 
importance and stature only grows, Khoury 
has been Global Distinguished Professor of 
Middle Eastern and Arabic Studies at New York 
University, and taught at Columbia University, 
the Lebanese University, the American 
University of Beirut, and the Lebanese 
American University.



30   Butler center Books: Backlist

A Captive Audience
Voices of Japanese American Youth 
in World War II Arkansas
Edited by Ali Welky
$21.95 paper 978-1-935106-86-9

Arkansas Backstories
Quirks, Characters, and Curiosities
of the Natural State (Volume One)
Joe David Rice
$39.95 cloth 978-1-945624-14-8

Arkansas Backstories
Quirks, Characters, and Curiosities
of the Natural State (Volume Two)
Joe David Rice
$39.95 cloth 978-1-945624-21-6 

Encyclopedia of Arkansas Music
Edited by Ali Welky 
and Mike Keckhaver
$34.95 paper 978-1-935106-60-9
e-book 978-1-935106-61-6

Arkansas Godfather
The Story of Owney Madden and 
How He Hijacked Middle America
Graham Nown
$22.50 paper 978-1-935106-51-7

Arkansas in Ink 
Gunslingers, Ghosts, and Other Graphic Tales
Edited by Guy Lancaster
Illustrated by Ron Wolfe
$22.95 paper 978-1-935106-73-9 

The Education of Ernie Dumas
Chronicles of the Arkansas Political Mind
Ernest Dumas
$24.95 paper 978-1-945624-24-7
$29.95 cloth 978-1-945624-20-9

Escape Velocity
A Charles Portis Miscellany
Revised Edition
Edited by Jay Jennings
Afterword by Donna Tartt 
375 pages, 6 × 9 
$34.95 cloth 978-1-945624-26-1

The Elaine Massacre and Arkansas
A Century of Atrocity and Resistance
Edited by Guy Lancaster
$22.95 paper 978-1-945624-07-0
$39.95 cloth 978-1-945624-11-7



31   Butler center Books: Backlist

A Pryor Commitment
The Autobiography of David Pryor
with Don Harrell
$19.95 paper 978-1-935106-10-4
$29.95 cloth 978-0-9800897-3-8 

It’s Official!
The Real Stories behind Arkansas’s State 
Symbols
Second Edition
David Ware
$22.95 paper 978-1-935106-84-5

Lessons from Little Rock
Terrence Roberts
$16.95 paper 978-1-935106-59-3
e-book 978-1-935106-45-6

Southern Fried
Going Whole Hog in a State of Wonder
Rex Nelson
$24.95 paper 978-1-935106-98-2

Mountain Feds
Arkansas Unionists and the Peace Society
James J. Johnston
$24.96 paper 978-1-945624-12-4
$39.95 cloth 978-1-945624-18-6

Notable Women of Arkansas
From Hattie to Hillary, 100 Names to Know
Nancy Hendricks 
$29.95 paper 978-1-935106-95-1
$44.95 cloth 978-1-935106-91-3

Outspoken
The Olly Neal Story
Olly Neal Jr., as told to Jan Wrede
$29.95 paper 978-1-945624-25-4

We Wanna Boogie
The Rockabilly Roots of Sonny 
Burgess and the Pacers
Marvin Schwartz
$29.95 paper 978-1-935106-75-3
$39.95 cloth 978-1-935106-71-5

Remembering Ella
A 1912 Murder and Mystery  
in the Arkansas Ozarks
Nita Gould
$29.95 paper 978-1-945624-17-9
e-book 978-1-945624-19-3



32   Moon city press: Backlist

Moon City Review 2021
A Literary Anthology
Edited by Michael Czyzniejewski, Sara Burge, 
Joel Coltharp, Jennifer Murvin, and John 
Turner 
$16.95 paper 978-0-913785-62-1

Moon City Review 2020
Edited by Michael Czyzniejewski, 
Sara Burge,  Joel Coltharp, 
Jennifer Murvin, and John Turner 
$16.95 paper 978-0-913785-26-3

Moon City Review 2019
Edited by Michael Czyzniejewski, 
Sara Burge, Joel Coltharp, 
Jennifer Murvin, 
and John Turner
$16.95 paper 978-0-913785-70-6

Place Where Presence Was 
Poems by Bret Shepard 
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-59-1

Our Brains and the Brains of 
Miniature Sharks
Stories by Pablo Piñero Stillmann
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-95-9

Claiming a Body
Stories by Amanda Marbais
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-66-9

Undoing
Stories by Kim Magowan
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-78-2

One Person Away From You
Stories
Andrew Bertaina 
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-86-7

Crybaby Bridge
Poems by Kathy Goodkin
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-43-0
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