




The Golden Shovel Anthology
New Poems Honoring Gwendolyn Brooks

EDITED BY PETER KAHN, RAVI SHANKAR, AND PATRICIA 
SMITH

Foreword by Terrance Hayes

“The Golden Shovel Anthology is quite simply a brilliant 
assembly of the work of poets I have admired for years and 
ones that I have just come to know and admire. I felt the 
thrill of creation reading it—the generative taking root, 
making me want to both read more and immerse myself 
in the form, in Brooks’s poems, and then write my own 
as these poets have done with remarkable range. This is an 
anthology that will be of great value to readers and writers 
of poetry for generations to come—just as Gwendolyn 
Brooks was, and is. What a way to honor her memory, her 
generosity of spirit, and her tremendous contributions to 
American poetry.”
—Natasha Trethewey, former US poet laureate and winner 
of the Pulitzer Prize 

The Golden Shovel Anthology celebrates the life and work 
of poet and civil rights icon Gwendolyn Brooks through a 
dynamic new poetic form, the Golden Shovel, created by 
National Book Award–winner Terrance Hayes.

The last words of each line in a Golden Shovel poem 
are, in order, words from a line or lines taken from a Brooks 
poem. The poems are, in a way, secretly encoded to enable 
both a horizontal reading of the new poem and vertical 
reading down the right-hand margin of Brooks’s original. 
An array of writers—including Pulitzer Prize winners,  
T. S. Eliot Prize winners, National Book Award winners, 
and National Poet Laureates—have written poems for this 
exciting new anthology: Rita Dove, Billy Collins, Nikki 
Giovanni, Sharon Olds, Tracy K. Smith, Mark Doty, Sharon 
Draper, and Julia Glass are just a few of the contributing 
poets.

The poems found here will inspire a diversity of read-
ers, teachers, and writers of poetry while at the same time 
providing remarkable access for newcomers, making it ideal 
for classrooms. The Golden Shovel Anthology will also honor 
Brooks with publication in 2017, the centenary of her birth. 
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Peter Kahn is a founding member of the 
London poetry collective Malika’s Kitchen. He 
is also the founder of the Spoken Word Educa-
tion Programme at Goldsmiths-University of 
London, and he directs the Spoken Word pro-
gram at Roosevelt University in Chicago. He 
has taught high-school English for many years, 
where he often uses the Golden Shovel form as 
a teaching tool.  
 
Ravi Shankar is an award-winning poet, 
author, translator, and founding editor of 
Drunken Boat. His work has appeared in the 
New York Times, the Paris Review, and on NPR 
and the BBC; and his many books include 
Language for a New Century, Deepening Groove, 
and What Else Could It Be. 
 
Patricia Smith is the author of seven books 
of poetry, including Shoulda Been Jimi Savan-
nah, winner of the Lenore Marshall Poetry 
Prize from the Academy of American Poets, 
and Blood Dazzler, a finalist for the National 
Book Award. She is a professor at the College 
of Staten Island and an instructor in the MFA 
program at Sierra Nevada College. 
 
Terrance Hayes is a winner of the National 
Book Award and a recipient of a MacArthur 
Fellowship. His most recent book is the How to 
Be Drawn.
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Self-Portrait in a Door-Length 
Mirror
Poems

STEPHEN GIBSON

“Gibson presents a series of clear formalist poems, each 
organized around a different kind of patterning. A series of 
eight seven-line poems—each in the rectangular shape of a 
painting—examines the life and art of Pierre Bonnard. But 
the focus is Marthe de Méligny, Bonnard’s lover, model, and 
eventually, his wife. The eroticism of Marthe washing her 
feet in a bathtub or being submerged in it naked is balanced 
by the mention of the objects in the painting where ‘every-
thing alive . . . is dead.’ Add to this grouping an intricately 
successful pantoum about Diane Arbus, along with my 
favorite, a twenty-seven-line monorhyme (a tour de force by 
the way) written in reaction to a photograph of Hermann 
Göring’s suicide. The radical subjects of Arbus (also a suicide) 
and SS Commander Göring are brought under control by 
the imposition of form. The resulting tension shows this 
exceptional poet at his rhyming best.”
—Billy Collins

Self-Portrait in a Door-Length Mirror presents the mirror that 
holds up to us not always what is, but what is desired, or 
not desired. In the opening poem, the speaker, Diane Arbus, 
looks at her very early pregnant self and asks, “Why would I 
bring you into this world?” This book answers that question, 
or tries to: the world is what it is as we try to live as our best 
selves in that world. But that knowledge of the world is hard 
and has consequences, and not in the abstract, as Gibson’s 
poetry dynamically shows.

Employing new formalism, Self-Portrait in a Door-Length 
Mirror examines historical, familial, and personal pasts as 
those pasts continue into the present, reminding us, as 
Faulkner wrote, “The past is never dead. It’s not even past.”
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Miller Williams Poetry Series

Stephen Gibson taught for thirty-two years 
at the Belle Glade Campus of Palm Beach State 
College. His previous poetry collections are 
The Garden of Earthly Delights Book of Ghazals, 
Rorschach Art Too, Paradise, Frescoes, Masaccio’s 
Expulsion, and Rorschach Art. 
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Poems
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Protection Spell
Poems

JENNIFER GIVHAN

“Among the several poems in Jennifer Givhan’s Protection 
Spell that stopped me cold is ‘The Polar Bear,’ in which a 
mother tries to protect her black child from the television 
news of racial unrest (riots, arrests, brutality) by turning his 
attention to The Discovery Channel. But there, a polar bear 
is fighting for survival surrounded by vicious walruses and 
melting ice. The boy clutches his stuffed white bear and asks 
if this is real. Life in the Arctic and life in the urban streets 
are conjoined, ecology and racism wed. Givhan is a poet of 
great heart and brave directness who writes real-life poems, 
sometimes crowded to the point of claustrophobia with the 
details of life in the poor lane. One poem transforms a laun-
dromat woman living ‘paycheck to paycheck’ into a ‘god.’ 
Another poem is a stirring defense of cheerleaders, written 
without a drop of irony. A reader will be quick to trust the 
authority in this poet’s voice and the credentials of experi-
ence which are on full display.”
—Billy Collins

In Protection Spell Jennifer Givhan explores the guilt, sadness, 
and freedom of relationships: the tenacious love that keeps us 
hanging on for no reason other than love, the inky place that 
asks us to continue revising and reimagining, tying ourselves 
to this life and to each other despite the pain (or perhaps 
because of it). These poems reassemble safe spaces from the 
fissures cleaving the speaker’s own biracial home and act 
as witnesses speaking to the racial iniquity of our broader 
social landscape as well as to the precarious standpoint of a 
mother—a woman of color—whose body lies vulnerable 
to trauma and abuse. From insistent moments of bravery, 
a collection of poems arises that asks the impossible, like 
the childhood chant that palliates suffering by demanding 
nothing less than magical healing: sana sana colita de rana, si 
no sanas hoy, sanas mañana (the frog who loses his tail is com-
manded to grow another). In the end, Givhan’s verse offers a 
place where healing may begin.
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Jennifer Givhan is the author of Landscape 
with Headless Mama and the poetry editor 
at Tinderbox Poetry Journal. She lives in New 
Mexico and teaches at the Poetry Barn.
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The Wild Night Dress
Poems

LAURA MCCULLOUGH

“This poet has the kind of binocular vision that can see the 
poetic and scientific aspects of the world simultaneously. . . . 
this shuffling together of lyrical/botanical and medical lan-
guage is done so gracefully, it has the effect of bringing ‘the 
two cultures’ into a rare state of peaceful coexistence.”
—Billy Collins

Laura McCullough finds passage through the darkest times 
as she loses, in short order, her mother and her marriage. 
Through her near unbearable grief, she creates poems that 
slip between science and nature as she grasps at coordinates 
in a world spun out of its orbit. From the God Particle to 
toroidal vortexes, from the slippery linguistics of translation 
to the translation of the body, McCullough brings readers to 
the mystery of surrender, and the paradox that what we bear 
can make us more beautiful, that there is a gift in grief.
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Miller Williams Poetry Series

Laura McCullough is the author or editor of 
several books, including, most recently, Jersey 
Mercy. Her work has appeared in Best American 
Poetry, Georgia Review, American Poetry Review, 
Southern Review, Prairie Schooner, and many 
other journals and magazines. She teaches at 
Brookdale Community College, and she is 
the founding editor of Mead: The Magazine of 
Literature and Libations.
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Mr. Stevens’ Secretary
Poems

FRANCES SCHENKKAN

“Mr. Stevens’ Secretary—yes, it’s that Mr. Stevens—is a series 
of vignettes taken from (or invented to create) the life of 
the great modernist’s secretary. We see what Stevens looked 
like from her point of view, which includes how Stevens 
smelled—not bad as it turns out. Like Carol Ann Duffy’s 
boldly feminist collection, The World’s Wife, Frances Schenk-
kan’s Mr. Stevens’ Secretary forces readers to adjust their 
perspective by showing a great man through the eyes of a 
previously silent and less visible woman.”
—Billy Collins

In Mr. Stevens’ Secretary, a fictional assistant to Wallace Stevens 
juggles her roles as a mother, a wife, a believer, and a work-
ing woman. Privy at times to the famous poet’s personal life, 
the secretary must balance her curiosity about Stevens with 
her commitment to her husband, her faith, and the life she 
desires. 

This vivid and compelling character struggles with fears 
of mental illness and the challenges of a job with a famous 
but reserved man, all while adjusting to new environs. She 
leaves her home, and her job, as she contemplates whether 
her marriage is worth saving and if she can reconcile the 
Baptist faith of her upbringing with the questions raised by 
her new place in the world. Throughout, we are witness to 
her complex relationship with the famous modernist poet, 
and with writing itself.

MARCH 
86 pages, 5 ½ × 8 ½ 
$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-030-2 
e-book 978-1-61075-612-9 
Miller Williams Poetry Series

Frances Schenkkan is a National Poetry 
Series finalist, and her poems have appeared in 
the Southern Review, POOL, and Third Coast, 
among others. She lives in Austin.
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Harambee City
The Congress of Racial Equality in Cleveland and 
the Rise of Black Power Populism

NISHANI FRAZIER

“Nishani Frazier has given us an important new story of the 
Congress of Racial Equality, demonstrating what happens 
when we center the history not on a bus full of Freedom 
Riders heading South but with a group of Cleveland activ-
ists encountering significant resistance to their direct action 
campaigns for racial equity in jobs, housing, and schools in 
the Midwest. In the process, Harambee City changes how we 
see the organization, the racial limits of northern liberalism, 
and the diversity of Black Power politics on the ground.”
—Jeanne Theoharis, author of The Rebellious Life of Mrs. 
Rosa Parks

In Harambee City, Nishani Frazier explores black power’s 
rise within the Congress of Racial Equality and Cleveland’s 
essential role in this transition.

From CORE’s beginnings, the civil rights group was 
more fluid in its philosophies than might be assumed, with 
challenges to the concept of interracial nonviolent brother-
hood coming from both inside and outside of the organi-
zation. These challenges were particularly pronounced in 
Cleveland, Ohio. From the 1940s through the 1960s, the 
Cleveland chapter epitomized CORE ambiguities with a 
tendency toward black organizational control, self-help, and 
self-defense, all of which eventually became foundations for 
black power.

Some of the Cleveland CORE members rose to posi-
tions within CORE’s national office, where they pushed for 
an open embrace of black power and grew their political 
and economic power. The Cleveland faction also brought 
with them a unique notion of black community uplift that 
moved CORE toward community development, a shift 
to economic populism that greatly shaped CORE’s black 
power period.

Harambee City corrects elements of national CORE’s early 
history, asserts the significant contributions of Cleveland 
CORE leaders, and focuses attention on the economic strat-
egies of the movement. Readers will gain a new understand-
ing about black power within CORE and gain insight into 
how CORE became one of the most dynamic civil rights 
organizations in the black power era.
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Nishani Frazier is associate professor of His-
tory at Miami University. She is the coeditor, 
with Manning Marable and John McMillan, of 
Freedom on My Mind: The Columbia Documentary 
History of the African American Experience.
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San Francisco Bay Area 
Sports
Golden Gate Athletics, Recreation, and 
Community

EDITED BY RITA LIBERTI AND MAUREEN M. SMITH

“San Francisco Bay Area Sports provides a window on the 
history of the region through the lens of leisure, health, 
individual and team sports, and intercollegiate and pro-
fessional sports. The stories of these sporting people and 
practices contain insightful analyses of political, class-based, 
environmental, racial, ethnic, gender, and sexuality issues that 
continue to be played out in the world of sport today. San 
Francisco Bay Area Sports creates a palpable sense of place for 
those familiar with the area only through media represen-
tations, and also rings true for those of us who have ever 
called the Bay Area home.”
—Alison M. Wrynn, University of California, Fullerton, and 
former editor, Journal of Sport History

“San Francisco Bay Area Sports merits extensive attention. 
It provides valuable information and insights that too few 
people are aware of regarding what games, sports, and other 
physical activities can contribute to individuals and society.”
—Roberta J. Park, University of California, Berkeley

San Francisco Bay Area Sports brings together fifteen essays 
covering the issues, controversies, and personalities that 
have emerged as northern Californians played, leisured, 
recreated, and competed over the last 150 years. The area’s 
anti-establishment leanings, its unique and beautiful natural 
surroundings, and its ethnic, racial, and gendered diversity 
are explored in the context of a dynamic sporting past that 
includes events broadcast to millions or activities engaged in 
by just a few.

Professional and college events are covered along with 
lesser-known entities such as Oakland’s public parks, tennis 
player and Bay Area native Rosie Casals, environmentalism 
and hiking in Marin County, and the origins of the Gay 
Games. Taken as a whole, the anthology clarifies how sport is 
connected to identities based on sexuality, gender, race, and 
ethnicity. Just as crucial, the anthology illuminates how sport 
and recreation can potentially create transgressive spaces, 
particularity in a place known for its nonconformity.
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Rita Liberti is a professor in the Department 
of Kinesiology and director of the Center for 
Sport and Social Justice on the California State 
University, East Bay campus in Hayward. Her 
primary area of expertise is women’s twentieth-
century sport history. 
 
Maureen M. Smith is a professor in the 
Department of Kinesiology and Health Science 
at California State University, Sacramento. 
She teaches courses in sport history and sport 
sociology. Her research areas include twentieth-
century African American sport history, the 
Olympic Games, and sport statues.
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The Taste of Art
Cooking, Food, and Counterculture in 
Contemporary Practices

EDITED BY SILVIA BOTTINELLI AND MARGHERITA 
D’AYALA VALVA

“The house of food studies has many rooms, and this book 
adds yet another bright and splendid room, filled with art. 
Don’t only think about still-life painting representing red 
salmon, but envisage the use of foodstuffs in artistic perfor-
mances or cooking and eating as fine art actions, and you get 
an impression of the content of this marvelous, rich, daring, 
multidisciplinary, and pioneering book.”
—Peter Scholliers, Vrije Universiteit Brussel

The Taste of Art offers a sample of scholarly essays that exam-
ine the role of food in Western contemporary art practices. 
The contributors are scholars from a range of disciplines, 
including art history, philosophy, film studies, and history. As 
a whole, the volume illustrates how artists engage with food 
as matter and process in order to explore alternative aesthetic 
strategies and indicate countercultural shifts in society. 

The collection opens by exploring the theoretical 
intersections of art and food, food art’s historical root in 
Futurism, and the ways in which food carries gendered 
meaning in popular film. Subsequent sections analyze the 
ways in which artists challenge mainstream ideas through 
food in a variety of scenarios. Beginning from a focus on the 
body and subjectivity, the authors zoom out to look at the 
domestic sphere, and finally the public sphere. 

Here are essays that study a range of artists including, 
among others, Filippo Tommaso Marinetti, Daniel Spoerri, 
Dieter Roth, Joseph Beuys, Al Ruppersberg, Alison Knowles, 
Martha Rosler, Robin Weltsch, Vicki Hodgetts, Paul McCar-
thy, Luciano Fabro, Carries Mae Weems, Peter Fischli and 
David Weiss, Janine Antoni, Elżbieta Jabłońska, Liza Lou, 
Tom Marioni, Rirkrit Tiravanija, Michael Rakowitz, and 
Natalie Jeremijenko. 
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Food and Foodways series

Silvia Bottinelli received her doctoral degree 
from the University of Pisa, and she teaches 
in the Visual and Critical Studies Department 
of the School of the Museum of Fine Arts at 
Tufts University, Boston. She has published 
extensively in the fields of modern and con-
temporary art. 
 
Margherita d’Ayala Valva received her PhD 
from the Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa, 
where she also teaches. She has published on 
the history of collecting in early twentieth-
century Italy, art history sources, and artists’ 
writing.
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Exploring historical and contemporary issues in global food studies.
Jennifer Jensen Wallach and Michael Wise, Series Editors



Shadow Patterns
Reflections on Fay Jones and His Architecture

EDITED BY JEFF SHANNON

Shadow Patterns: Reflections on Fay Jones and His Architecture 
is a collection of critical essays and personal accounts of the 
man the American Institute of Architects honored with its 
highest award, the Gold Medal, in 1990.

The essays range from the academic, with appreciations 
and observations by Juhanni Palaasma and Robert McCarter 
and Ethel Goodstein-Murphy, to personal reflections by 
clients and friends. Two of Arkansas’s most accomplished 
writers, Roy Reed and Ellen Gilchrist, who each live in Fay 
Jones houses, have provided intimate portrayals of what it’s 
like to live in, and manage the quirks of, a “house built by a 
genius,” where “light is everywhere. . . . Everything is quiet, 
and everything is a surprise,” as Gilchrist says.

Through this compendium of perspectives, readers will 
learn about Jones’s personal qualities, including his strong 
will, his ability to convince other people of the rightness 
of his ideas, and yet his willingness, at times, to change his 
mind. We also enter into the work: powerful architecture like 
Stoneflower and Thorncrown Chapel and Pinecote Pavilion, 
along with private residences ranging from the modest to 
the monumental. And we learn about his relationship with 
his mentor, Frank Lloyd Wright.

Shadow Patterns broadens and enriches our understanding 
of this major figure in American architecture of the twenti-
eth century.
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e-book 978-1-61075-604-4 
Fay Jones Collaborative Series

Jeff Shannon is professor of architecture 
and former dean of the Fay Jones School of 
Architecture. He has devoted most of his career 
to practicing and teaching architecture in his 
native Arkansas.
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Jeff Shannon, Series Editor



Down on Mahans Creek
A History of an Ozarks Neighborhood

BENJAMIN G. RADER

“A valuable contribution to the burgeoning field of Ozarks 
studies, one that presents a very American story of the back-
country but one leavened with the unique physiography of 
one of the region’s most rugged and remote places. This will 
be an excellent first volume in the Ozarks Studies series.”
—Lynn Morrow, editor of The Ozarks in Missouri History: 
Discoveries in an American Region

In Down on Mahans Creek, Benjamin Rader provides a 
fascinating look at a neighborhood in the Missouri Ozarks 
from the early nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century. He 
explores the many ways in which Mahans Creek, though 
remote, was never completely isolated or self-sufficient. The 
residents were deeply affected by the Civil War, and the 
arrival of the railroad and the timber boom in the 1890s 
propelled the community into modern times, creating a 
more fast-paced and consumer-oriented way of life and 
a new moral sensibility. During the Great Depression the 
creek’s residents returned to some of the older values for 
survival. After World War II, modern technology changed 
their lives again, causing a movement away from the coun-
tryside and to the nearby small towns.

Down on Mahans Creek tells the dynamic story of this 
distinctive neighborhood navigating the push and pull of the 
old and new ways of life.

FEBRUARY 
404 pages, 6 × 9, 21 images 
$44.95 cloth 978-1-68226-019-7 
e-book 978-1-61075-602-0 
Ozarks Studies 
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Benjamin G. Rader is James L. Sellers Profes-
sor of History, emeritus, at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln and the author of five books, 
including Baseball: A History of America’s Game. 
He was born and raised in the Mahans Creek 
neighborhood and today lives in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.
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The Ozarks
An American Survival of Primitive Society

VANCE RANDOLPH

Edited by Robert Cochran

“Anything you can do to keep The Ozarks alive and in print 
is a gift to folklorists and regional writers. Randolph was 
a proud Ozarker and a fine, zesty writer, a wit, a charmer. 
The Ozarks is maybe his most enduring treasure. We need 
to be reminded how this rascal of a writer held forth on his 
favorite subject.”
—Roger Abrahams, author A Singer and Her Songs: Almeda 
Riddle’s Book of Ballads

Vance Randolph was perfectly constituted for his role as 
the chronicler of Ozark folkways. As a self-described “hack 
writer,” he was as much a figure of the margins as his chosen 
subjects, even as his essentially romantic identification with 
the region he first visited as the vacationing child of main-
stream parents was encouraged by editors and tempered by 
his scientific training.

In The Ozarks, originally published in 1931, we have 
Randolph’s first book-length portrait of the people he 
would spend the next half-century studying. The full range 
of Randolph’s interests—in language, in hunting and fishing, 
in folksongs and play parties, in moonshining—is on view 
in this book that made his name; forever after he was “Mr. 
Ozark,” the region’s preeminent expert who would, in col-
lection after collection, enlarge and deepen his debut effort.

With a new introduction by Robert Cochran, The 
Ozarks is the second entry in the Chronicles of the Ozarks 
series, a reprint series that will make available some of the 
Depression Era’s Ozarks books. An image shaper in its day, a 
cultural artifact for decades to come, this wonderful book is 
as entertaining as ever.

MAY 
225 pages, 6 × 8, 15 images 
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-026-5 
e-book 978-1-61075-608-2 
Chronicles of the Ozarks

Vance Randolph was the author of many 
books on Ozark culture, including, in addition 
to The Ozarks, the bestselling Pissing in the Snow 
and Other Ozark Folktales. 
 
Robert Cochran is professor of literature at 
the University of Arkansas and the author of 
several books, including Vance Randolph: An 
Ozark Life.



Womenfolks
Growing Up Down South

SHIRLEY ABBOTT

With a new preface by the author

“This reprint of Shirley Abbott’s classic of Southern cultural 
history is as insightful, informative, delightful, and relevant 
as the original was thirty-three years ago. It is a wonderful 
book that stands the test of time.”
—Margaret Bolsterli

“Wonderful and important.”
—Pat Conroy

“The South of the backwoods, hillbilly plain folk has at last 
found its true and inspired interpreter.”
—C. Vann Woodward

“An illuminating book, regardless of where we were born.” 
—Boston Globe

A classic that has been in print since its first publication in 
1983, Womenfolks is both a personal memoir and a medita-
tion on the often pernicious mythologies of southern cul-
tural history. Shirley Abbott gives us the gritty, independent 
women of the backwoods, the South’s true heroines, whose 
hardscrabble world is one of red dirt and hard work—a far 
cry from the hoopskirts and magnolias of southern lore. As 
honest, vibrant, and remarkable as the women whose stories 
illuminate these pages, Womenfolks draws a vivid portrait 
of a rural culture beset by poverty and sustained by deeply 
rooted traditions. In her new preface to this edition, Abbott 
assesses what has changed—and what may never change—
about the burdens of southern history and expresses her 
hope that the better angels of our nature may prevail in our 
still-new century.

APRIL 
210 pages 5 ½ × 8 ¼ 
$16.95 paper 978-1-68226-023-4 
e-book 978-1-61075-605-1

Shirley Abbott is the author of Bookmaker’s 
Daughter, Love’s Apprentice, and The Future of 
Love. She was born and raised in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, and now lives in Oregon.
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The Arkansas Post of 
Louisiana
MORRIS S. ARNOLD

Photographs by Gail K. Arnold

Arkansas Post, the first European settlement in what would 
become Jefferson’s Louisiana, had an important mission as 
the only settlement between Natchez and the Illinois Coun-
try, a stretch of more than eight hundred miles along the 
Mississippi River. The Post was a stopping point for shelter 
and supplies for those travelling by boat or land, and it was 
of strategic importance as well, as it nurtured and sustained a 
crucial alliance with the Quapaw Indians, the only tribe that 
occupied the region. 

The Arkansas Post of Louisiana covers the most essen-
tial aspects of the Post’s history, including the nature of 
the European population, their social life, the economy, 
the architecture, and the political and military events that 
reflected and shaped the Post’s mission.

Beautifully illustrated with maps, portraits, lithographs, 
photographs, documents, and superb examples of Quapaw 
hide paintings, The Arkansas Post of Louisiana is a perfect 
introduction to this fascinating place at the confluence of 
the Arkansas and Mississippi Rivers, a place that served as a 
multicultural gathering spot, and became a seminal part of 
the history of Arkansas and the nation.

JUNE 
75 pages, 8.3 × 11.7, 46 images 
$39.95 cloth 978-1-68226-034-0  
e-book 978-1-61075-616-7

Morris S. Arnold has been writing about 
colonial Arkansas for thirty-five years, with five 
books and many articles on the subject. The 
French government named Arnold a Chevalier 
dans l’Ordre des Palmes Academiques in 1994 
for his work on the colonial period, and he 
is also winner of the Ragsdale History Prize, 
the Booker Worthen Literary Prize, the Porter 
Literary Prize, and the Arkansiana Award.
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Words Unbound
Teaching Dante’s Inferno in the High-School 
Classroom

MILTON BURKE

“Milton Burke is clearly a master teacher, knowledgeable 
about his subject matter, but also about what works in the 
classroom, and by what works, I mean not only what helps 
students learn Dante, but more importantly what reading 
Dante can help students learn about themselves and their 
world. . . . The focus is on Dante, but the takeaway, the 
approach, can be applied to the teaching of any subject.”
—From the foreword by Bill Stephany, professor emeritus 
of English, University of Vermont

“Milton Burke’s Words Unbound makes the valuable contri-
bution of providing a single reference manual for teachers 
interested in incorporating Dante’s poem into their high 
school literature courses.”
—Elizabeth Coggeshall, Florida State University

Words Unbound draws on Milton Burke’s thirty years of 
teaching experience to help educators bring Inferno alive for 
today’s young reader. In a conversational, “colleague-to-col-
league” style, Burke shares the interpretations, questions, and 
exercises he found effective in his high-school classroom, 
emphasizing group discussion and helping students engage 
meaningfully with the notoriously difficult text.

Burke employs what he calls an “inclusivist” approach, 
meaning that all readers, no matter their religious or 
philosophical moorings, can find it rewarding to ponder 
Inferno’s account of how God’s moral system works. It was 
Burke’s goal as educator to convey that the thorny issues of 
Inferno are timeless, and to guide students into communi-
cating across the boundaries young people can sometimes 
build around themselves. Words Unbound is a special book: 
a dedicated teacher’s attempt to help a younger generation 
of teachers make Dante’s Inferno a fruitful subject in the 
classroom.

JUNE 
150 pages, 6 × 9 
$22.95 paper 978-1-68226-031-9 
e-book 978-1-61075-613-6

Milton Burke is a retired high-school English 
teacher. He lives in Fayetteville, Arkansas.

16   edUCation / the ClassiCs
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The Arkansas Freedom of 
Information Act
Sixth Edition

JOHN J. WATKINS, RICHARD J. PELTZ-STEELE, 
AND ROBERT STEINBUCH

Since its first edition in 1988, The Arkansas Freedom of
Information Act has become the standard reference for the
bench, the bar, and journalists for guidance in interpreting
and applying the state’s open-government law. This sixth
edition builds upon its predecessors, incorporating later
legislative enactments, judicial decisions, and Attorney
General’s opinions to present a synthesis of the law of
access to public records and meetings in Arkansas. 

FEBRUARY 
596 pages, 6 × 9 
$34.00 paper 978-1-68226-039-5  

John J. Watkins is Emeritus Professor of Law 
at the University of Arkansas School of Law. He 
has written extensively on issues of Arkansas 
law and has been honored by the Arkansas Bar 
Association for “distinguished service to the 
legal profession.” 
 
Richard J. Peltz-Steele is Professor of Law 
at the University of Massachusetts School of 
Law and the author of books on freedom of 
information law and the law of torts. Among 
his other publications are articles in foreign 
journals on issues of international media law 
and policy. 
 
Robert Steinbuch is Professor of Law at the 
William H. Bowen School of Law, University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock. A former lawyer at 
the U.S. Department of Justice, he has published 
widely in professional journals and testified 
before committees of the U.S. Congress and 
Arkansas General Assembly.
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Winner of the 2016 Lillian Smith Book 
Award

$34.95 cloth 978-1-55728-759-5
e-book 978-1-61075-564-1

Winner of the 2016 NASSH Book Award 
for best edited collection.

$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-677-2
e-book 978-1-61075-566-5
Sport, Culture, and Soceity

 

Winner of the 2016 Hurston/Wright 
Legacy Award, Debut Fiction 

$19.95 paper 978-1-55728-678-9
e-book 978-1-61075-567-2

“Illuminating. . . . excellent collection.”
—Journal of Sport History

$34.95 paper 978-1-55728-649-9
e-book 978-1-61075-534-4
Sport, Culture, and Soceity

“May well become a standard reference 
work on the subject of women in World 
War II. . . . a worthy addition to any library 
concentrating on that conflict or on 
women in war.”
—Journal of America’s Military Past

$22.95 paper 978-1-55728-670-3
e-book 978-1-61075-557-3

“Demonstrates that college athletics is a 
dynamic institution whose criticisms and 
controversies mirror the wider political, 
social, and cultural disagreements of the 
respective historical moment.”
—Sport in American History

$29.95 paper 978-1-55728-758-8
e-book 978-1-61075-563-4 
Sport, Culture, and Soceity
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“Timely and illuminating, these essays set 
a new standard for food studies. . . . An 
exciting read.”
—CHOICE

$27.95 paper 978-1-55728-679-6
e-book 978-1-61075-568-9
Food and Foodways

“A welcome addition to the literature on 
popular culture.”
—CHOICE

$27.95 978-1-55728-682-6
e-book 978-1-61075-571-9
Sport, Culture, and Soceity

“Forthright and fearless poetry. Kahf bril-
liantly transposes the disorienting experi-
ence of life in the U.S. for many immigrant 
and marginalized women with the rich 
history of the Abrahamic religions.”
—Booklist

$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-000-5
e-book 978-1-61075-588-7

“Hauser continues to provide the sporting 
world’s most perceptive boxing reporting   
. . . . hard-hitting journalism at its best.”
—Booklist

$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-013-5
e-book 978-1-61075-597-9

“...[T]he story of Arkansas’ second news-
paper is far more complicated than often 
assumed. Thanks to the work of veteran 
newspaperman Jerry McConnell, we now 
have an interesting and balanced look at 
the newspaper that won the great Arkansas 
newspaper war.”
—Tom Dillard, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

$34.95 cloth 978-1-55728-686-4
e-book 978-1-61075-573-3

“Masterful carvings of narrative imagery. 
. . . There isn’t another poet writing 
today who produces this combination 
of narrative depth, imagistic punch, and 
compressed language.”
—New Letters

$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-911-7
e-book 978-1-61075-560-3
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“Race and Ethnicity in Arkansas is an excep-
tionally strong contribution to the history 
of Arkansas and the U.S. South. It is rare to 
find an edited volume that is so superbly 
structured and that contains uniformly 
strong contributions.”
—Arkansas Historical Quarterly

$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-665-9
e-book 978-1-61075-548-1

“This superb anthology doesn’t cherry-
pick but instead offers readers the entire 
tree, with generous excerpts of speeches, 
debates, newspaper commentary, and pri-
vate correspondence bearing on Arkansas’s 
decision to secede.”
—Arkansas Historical Quarterly

$22.95 paper 978-1-55728-676-5
e-book 978-1-61075-565-8
The Civil War in the West

“An insightful, well-researched, and 
thought-provoking analysis of African 
American female athletes in the last 
century.”
—Journal of African American History

$34.95 cloth 978-1-55728-658-1
e-book 978-1-61075-542-9
Sport, Culture, and Society

“This book should be of great interest 
for sport historians and American studies 
scholars.”
—Sport in American History

$34.95 paper 978-1-55728-666-6
e-book 978-1-61075-549-9
Sport, Culture, and Soceity

“[A] fine and thorough overview of the 
military history of the Civil War in the 
Indian Territory, one that captures the dif-
ferent levels of politics, culture, and history 
that were pulling on native communities at 
the time of the war....”
—Field Notes

$34.95 cloth 978-1-55728-642-0
e-book 978-1-61075-530-6
The Civil War in the West

“Love—or something like it—is every-
where in Wilkins’ lines, a bright-eyed beast 
in its own right, marred and unpredictable, 
dragging barbed wire and dead fish and 
slim-hipped girls and the brokenness of the 
world. It is irresistible. It calls to us.”
—Missoula Independent

$17.95 paper 978-1-55728-697-0
e-book 978-1-61075-583-2
Miller Williams Poetry Series
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Anti-Catholicism in Arkansas
How Politicians, the Press, the Klan, and Religious 
Leaders Imagined an Enemy, 
1910–1960
Kenneth C. Barnes
$34.95 cloth 978-1-68226-016-6
e-book 978-1-61075-599-3

The Apple That Astonished Paris
Poems
Billy Collins
$16.50 paper 978-1-55728-823-3
e-book 978-1-61075-022-6

Arkansas
A Narrative History
Jeannie M. Whayne, Thomas A. DeBlack, 
George Sabo III, Morris S. Arnold
$45.00 cloth 978-1-55728-993-3

Beware of Limbo Dancers
A Correspondent’s Adventures with the 
New York Times
Roy Reed
$34.95 cloth 978-1-55728-988-9
e-book 978-1-61075-502-3

Autobiography of Samuel S. 
Hildebrand
The Renowned Missouri Bushwhacker
Edited by Kirby Ross
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-877-6
e-book 978-1-61075-054-7

Back Yonder
An Ozark Chronicle
Charles Wayman Hogue
Edited by Brooks Blevins
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-698-7

Barns and Portrait Paintings
George Dombek
Commentary by Henry Adams, Laura 
Terry, and Louis Zona
$65.00 cloth 978-1-68226-021-0

Brother Bill
President Clinton and the Politics of Race 
and Class
Daryl A. Carter
$26.95 paper 978-1-55728-699-4
e-book 978-1-61075-585-6

The Battle for the Buffalo River
The Story of America’s First National River
Second Edition
Neil Compton
$29.95 paper 978-1-55728-935-3
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Camp Nine
A Novel
Vivienne Schiffer
$19.95 paper 978-1-55728-645-1
e-book 978-1-61075-486-6

Cenotaph
Poems
Brock Jones
$17.95 paper 978-1-55728-172-2
e-book 978-1-61075-586-3

Champion Trees of Arkansas
An Artist’s Journey
Linda Williams Palmer
$34.95 cloth 978-1-68226-012-8
e-book 978-1-61075-596-2

Exploring the Big Woods
A Guide to the Last Great Forest of the 
Arkansas Delta
Matthew D. Moran
$21.95 paper 978-1-68226-010-4
e-book 978-1-61075-594-8

Dangerous Liaisons
Sex and Love in the Segregated South
Charles F. Robinson II
$19.95 paper 978-1-55728-833-2
e-book 978-1-61075-119-3

Defining the Delta
Multidisciplinary Perspectives on the Lower 
Mississippi River Delta
Edited by Janelle Collins
$29.95 paper 978-1-55728-687-1
$60.00 cloth 978-1-55728-688-8
e-book 978-1-61075-574-0

Distinguishing the Righteous from 
the Roguish
The Arkansas Supreme Court, 
1836–1874
J. W. Looney
$59.95 cloth 978-1-68226-004-3
e-book 978-1-61075-590-0

First Amendment Studies in 
Arkansas
The Richard S. Arnold Prize Essays
Edited by Stephen A. Smith
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-008-1
e-book 978-1-61075-593-1

[explicit lyrics]
Poems
Andrew Gent
$17.95 paper 978-1-55728-695-6
e-book 978-1-61075-581-8



George Dombek
With commentary by Henry Adams
$65.00 cloth 978-1-55728-664-2

Hagar Poems
Mohja Kahf
$17.95 paper 978-1-68226-000-5
e-book 978-1-61075-588-7

High, Wide, and Frightened
Louise Thaden
Foreword by Patty Wagstaff
$19.95 paper 978-1-55728-766-3

Lights! Camera! Arkansas!
From Broncho Billy to Billy Bob Thornton
Robert Cochran and Suzanne McCray
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-672-7
e-book 978-1-61075-558-0

If It Ain’t Broke, Break It
How Corporate Journalism Killed the 
Arkansas Gazette
Donna Lampkin Stephens
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-814-1
e-book 978-1-61075-561-0

The Improbable Life of the  
Arkansas Democrat
An Oral History
Jerry McConnell
$34.95 cloth 978-1-55728-686-4
e-book 978-1-61075-573-3

In the Home of the Famous Dead
Collected Poems
Jo McDougall
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-911-7
e-book 978-1-61075-560-3

The Long Shadow of Little Rock
A Memoir
Daisy Bates
$18.95 paper 978-1-55728-863-9
e-book 978-1-61075-247-3

The Light the Dead See
Selected Poems of Frank Stanford
Edited with an introduction by 
Leon Stokesbury
$18.95 paper 978-1-55728-193-7
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Looking Back to See
A Country Music Memoir
Maxine Brown
$19.95 paper 978-1-55728-934-6
e-book 978-1-61075-250-3

Medgar Evers
Mississippi Martyr
Michael Vinson Williams
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-646-8
e-book 978-1-61075-487-3

The New Babel
Toward a Poetics of the Mid-East Crises
Leonard Schwartz
$19.95 paper 978-1-68226-003-6
e-book 978-1-61075-589-4

See You Soon
Poems
Laura McKee
$17.95 paper 978-1-55728-696-3
e-book 978-1-61075-582-5

Of the Soil
Photographs of Vernacular Architecture and 
Stories of Changing Times in Arkansas
Geoff Winningham 
$44.95 cloth 978-1-55728-659-8

Passing the Torch
Planning for the Next Generation of Leaders 
in Public Service
Karl Besel and Charlotte Lewellen 
Williams
$29.95 paper 978-1-68226-014-2
e-book 978-1-61075-598-6

Right to DREAM
Immigration Reform and America’s Future
William A. Schwab
Foreword by G. David Gearhart
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-638-3
e-book 978-1-61075-526-9

Separate Games
African American Sport behind the Walls 
of Segregation
Edited by David K. Wiggins 
and Ryan A. Swanson
$32.95 cloth 978-1-68226-017-3
e-book 978-1-61075-600-6

The Rise to Respectability
Race, Religion, and the Church of God 
in Christ
Calvin White
$24.95 paper 978-1-55728-684-0
e-book 978-1-61075-510-8
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Serious Daring
The Fiction and Photography of Eudora Welty and 
Rosamond Purcell
Susan Letzler Cole
$34.95 cloth 978-1-68226-011-1
e-book 978-1-61075-595-5

Sin
Selected Poems of Forugh Farrokhzad
Sholeh Wolpé
$16.95 paper 978-1-55728-948-3

Titan II
A History of a Cold War Missile Program
David K. Stumpf
$49.00 cloth 978-1-55728-601-7
e-book 978-1-61075-429-3

When We Were Birds
Poems
Joe Wilkins
$17.95 paper 978-1-55728-697-0
e-book 978-1-61075-583-2

A Tough Little Patch of History
Gone with the Wind and the Politics 
of Memory
Jennifer W. Dickey 
$34.95 cloth 978-1-55728-657-4
e-book 978-1-61075-543-6

True Faith, True Light
The Devotional Art of Ed Stilley
$37.95 cloth 978-1-55728-681-9
e-book 978-1-61075-570-2

United States District Courts and 
Judges of Arkansas, 1836–1960
Edited by Frances Mitchell Ross
$49.95 978-1-55728-694-9
e-book 978-1-61075-580-1

You Are Here
Poems New & Old
Leon Stokesbury
$24.95 paper 978-1-68226-007-4 
e-book 978-1-61075-592-4

Waiting for the Cemetery Vote
The Fight to Stop Election Fraud in Arkansas
Tom Glaze, with Ernie Dumas
Illustrated by George Fisher
$19.95 paper 978-1-55728-965-0
e-book 978-1-61075-480-4
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Faithful to Our Tasks
Arkansas’s Women and the Great War

ELIZABETH GRIFFIN HILL 

The United States was a vital, if brief, participant in World 
War I—spending only eighteen months fighting in “the 
Great War.” But that short span marked an era of tremen-
dous change for women as they moved out of the Victorian 
nineteenth century and came into their own as social activ-
ists during the early years of the twentieth century. 

Faithful to Our Tasks provides the context for women’s 
actions and reactions during the war. It incorporates the 
mitigating factors and experiences of American women in 
general and compares Arkansas women’s Progressive Era 
actions with those of other southern women. The contex-
tual underpinnings provide a rich tapestry as we attempt 
to understand our grandmothers and great-grandmothers’ 
responses to wartime needs. 

Primary records of the World War I era, accessed in 
archives in central Arkansas, reveal that the state’s organized 
women were suddenly faced with a devastating world war 
for which they were expected to make a significant con-
tribution of time and effort. “Club women” were already 
tackling myriad problems to be found in abundance within a 
poor, rural state as they worked for better schools, a central-
ized education system, children’s well-being, and improved 
medical care. 

Under wartime conditions, their contributions were mag-
nified as the women followed a barrage of directions from 
Washington, DC, within a disconcerting display of micro-
management by the federal government. The important 
takeaway, however, is that the Great War created a scenario 
in which Arkansas’s organized women—as well as women 
throughout the nation—would step forward and excel as 
men and governments stood up and took notice. After the 
war, these same organized women won the right to vote. 

MARCH 
270 pages, 6 × 9, 25 images 
$22.50 paper 978-1-945624-00-1 
e-book 978-1-945624-01-8

Elizabeth Griffin Hill is an independent 
researcher and writer specializing in the his-
tory of Arkansas women and holds a master of 
arts degree in rhetoric and writing. She is the 
author of A Splendid Piece of Work, a history of 
Arkansas’s home demonstration and Extension 
Homemakers clubs. Hill also was a contribu-
tor to an anthology that explored the effects of 
World War I on the state of Arkansas—To Can 
the Kaiser (Butler Center Books, 2015). She 
expanded her research for that essay into Faith-
ful to Our Tasks. 

Also of interest:

Arkansas Women and the Right to Vote
The Little Rock Campaigns: 1868–1920
Bernadette Cahill
$24.95 paper 978-1-935106-82-1
e-book 978-1-935106-83-8

To Can the Kaiser
Arkansas and the Great War
Edited by Michael D. Polston and Guy Lancaster
$22.50 paper • 978-1-935106-80-7 
e-book 978-1-935106-81-4
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Joseph Carter Corbin
Educator Extraordinaire and Founder of the 
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff

GLADYS TURNER FINNEY

Having operated now for more than 140 years, the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Pine Bluff (UAPB) was founded in 
1875 as Branch Normal College by Joseph Carter Corbin, 
a native of Ohio and the son of former slaves. Corbin, who 
had a classical education, was the first African American 
superintendent of public education in Arkansas and literally 
built the school from the ground up. There was a desperate 
need for teachers in Arkansas, as there was a great desire for 
education by former slaves who had been prohibited from 
learning to read and write.

Corbin himself cleared the land that would soon house 
the college and then set about to create a school that would 
produce the first African American teachers following the 
Reconstruction years. For almost three decades, he worked 
tirelessly on behalf of Arkansas’s black community to meet 
the need for educators.

In the early days, Corbin worked both as the president 
and the janitor so that he could control costs and keep the 
school going. He often waived matriculation fees and other 
expenses to allow impoverished students the opportunity 
to graduate and become qualified to teach throughout 
Arkansas. 

Although he might not have realized it at the time, 
Corbin was a member of the so-called aristocrats of color, 
the African American elite of national prominence and a 
group that included such luminaries as Booker T. Washing-
ton. Corbin was a true giant in the history of education 
in Arkansas. His story, told by a former UAPB student, is 
monumental for the scope of what one man was able to 
accomplish. 

APRIL 
170 pages, 6 × 9 
25 black-and-white photographs 
$19.95 paper 978-1-945624-02-5 
e-book 978-1-945624-03-2

Gladys Turner Finney was born in Tamo (in 
Jefferson County, Arkansas), and was a member 
of the last graduating class of J. C. Corbin High 
School in Pine Bluff. She holds a master of 
social work degree from the Atlanta Univer-
sity School of Social Work. Her distinguished 
career as a clinician, teacher, and administra-
tor in the field of social work spanned nearly 
four decades. In 2012, Finney’s alma mater, the 
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, conferred 
on her the honorary doctorate of laws degree 
for her long commitment to social work and 
for her efforts in empowering others through 
advocacy and philanthropy. She currently 
resides in Dayton, Ohio. 

Also of interest:

Beyond Central, Toward Acceptance
A Collection of Oral Histories from Students of Little 
Rock Central High
Edited by Mackie O’Hara and Alex Richardson 
$19.95 paper 978-1-935106-21-0

Lessons from Little Rock
Terrence Roberts
$16.95 paper 978-1-935106-59-3
e-book 978-1-935106-45-6
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Proudly We Speak Your Name
Forty-Four Years at Little Rock Catholic High 
School

MICHAEL J. MORAN

Michael Moran’s warm and funny tribute to one of the 
last all-boys schools in Arkansas is drawn from more than 
four decades of classroom experience. Only a stoic could 
complete a reading without a teary-eyed moment or two 
and some periodic belly laughs. Faculty idiosyncrasies are 
recalled in this memoir, along with numerous student antics.

First publishd in hardcover in 2009, this perennial best-
seller is now available in an attractive paperback edition. 

AVAILABLE NOW 
128 pages, 7 × 10, 12 images 
$17.95 paper 978-1-945624-04-9

Competing Memories
The Legacy of Arkansas’s Civil War
Edited by Mark K. Christ
$34.95 cloth 978-1-935106-96-8
e-book 978-1-935106-97-5

Southern Fried
Going Whole Hog in a State of  Wonder
Rex Nelson
$24.95 paper 978-1-935106-98-2
e-book 978-1-935106-99-9

Man of Vision
Arkansas Education and the Legacy 
of Arch Ford
Cindy Burnett Beckman
$19.95 paper 978-1-935106-19-7

Selected backlist:
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Notable Women of Arkansas
From Hattie to Hillary, 100 Names to Know
Nancy Hendricks
$29.95 paper 978-1-935106-95-1
$44.95 cloth 978-1-935106-91-3
e-book 978-1-935106-92-0

A Captive Audience
Voices of Japanese American Youth in 
World War II Arkansas
Edited by Ali Welky
$21.95 paper 978-1-935106-86-9
e-book 978-1-935106-87-6

It’s Official!
The Real Stories behind Arkansas’s 
State Symbols
David Ware
$22.95 paper 978-1-935106-84-5
e-book 978-1-935106-85-2

To Can the Kaiser
Arkansas and the Great War
Edited by Michael D. Polston 
and Guy Lancaster
$22.50 paper 978-1-935106-80-7 
e-book 978-1-935106-81-4

Arkansas Women and the Right to 
Vote
The Little Rock Campaigns: 1868–1920
Bernadette Cahill
$21.95 paper 978-1-935106-82-1
e-book 978-1-935106-83-8

Lessons from Little Rock
Terrence Roberts
$16.95 paper 978-1-935106-59-3
e-book 978-1-935106-45-6

Encyclopedia of Arkansas Music
Edited by Ali Welky 
and Mike Keckhaver
$34.95 paper 978-1-93510-660-9
e-book 978-1-935106-61-6

“This Day We Marched Again”
A Union Soldier’s Account of War in 
Arkansas and the Trans-Mississippi
Edited by Mark K. Christ
$19.95 paper 978-1-935106-67-8
e-book 978-1-935106-68-5

Arkansas in Ink
Gunslingers, Ghosts, and Other Graphic Tales
Edited by Guy Lancaster 
and illustrated by Ron Wolfe
$22.95 paper 978-1-935106-73-9
e-book 978-1-935106-74-6
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There’s So Much They Haven’t 
Told You
Short Stories 

MICHELLE ROSS

“In There’s So Much They Haven’t Told You, Michelle Ross 
balances the orderliness of the universe with the chaos of the 
natural world. Here, lessons on particles and black holes and 
light serve as a disguise for the collection’s greater lessons on 
what it means to be human. Over the course of twenty-
three haunting stories, families face unfathomable violence, 
couples are brought together and quietly torn apart, and 
children learn, at last, to see their parents for who they really 
are. With a fearlessness and creepiness that put me in mind of 
the fiction of A.M. Homes, these stories astonish.”
—David James Poissant, author of The Heaven of Animals

Michelle Ross’s debut short-story collection serves as an 
encyclopedia of modern relationships, taking special inter-
est in those formed on unequal footing, pitting daughters 
against mothers, wives against husbands, friends against 
friends. Legacy looms large, as behaviors are passed from one 
generation to the next, and those entrusted with caring for 
the young or keeping others employed are found derelict in 
their duties. Weaknesses are exploited, ignorance is exposed, 
and bonds are occasionally dissolved. Regarding the human 
condition as it is portrayed throughout this collection, one 
character’s words echo prophetically: “You’re at the complete 
mercy of giants who don’t understand you.”

In spite of all this, Ross’s stories are ultimately tales of 
striving: to understand, to connect, to reclaim. Themes of 
discovery are woven tightly, as these individuals, rather than 
remain in the dark, are regularly drawn to the light that is 
missing from their lives. Optimism may not abound, but nei-
ther do these characters wallow. Time and time again, they 
evolve into agents of change within their own lives, even if 
they sometimes choose not to act.

In the end, such thematic depth gives rise to an astound-
ingly diverse array of voices, styles, and structures. No two 
entries in Ross’s collection are alike, and collectively they 
reveal the potential of the American short story, leaving little 
unsaid.

FEBRUARY 
252 pages, 4 ¾ × 7 ½  
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-88-1 

Michelle Ross’s fiction has appeared in The 
Adroit Journal, The Common, Gulf Coast, Neces-
sary Fiction, SmokeLong Quarterly, and Moon 
City Review. She has an MFA from Indiana 
University. Originally from Texas, she now lives 
in Tucson, Arizona, with her husband and son. 
She serves as fiction editor for Atticus Review. 

Also of interest: 

A Record of Our Debts
Short Stories by Laura Hendrix Ezell
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-72-0

True Places Never Are
Short Stories by Cate McGowan
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-58-4 
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Swimming on Hwy N
A Novel
Mary Troy
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-89-8

Field Guide to the End of the World
Poems
Jeannine Hall Gailey
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-76-8

Sad Math
Poems
Sarah Freligh
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-64-5

Moon City Review 2015
Edited by Michael Czyzniejewski, 
Sara Burge, and John Turner
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-61-4

Springfield’s Urban Histories
Essays on the Queen City of the 
Missouri Ozarks
Edited by Stephen L. McIntyre
$24.95 cloth 978-0-913785-40-9

Confederate Girlhoods
Edited by Craig A. Meyer, with 
Casey D. White, Adam C. Veile, and 
Amber V. Luce
Foreword by Roseann Bentley
$24.95 paper 978-0-913785-10-2

The Teeth of the Souls
A Novel
Steve Yates
$32.95 cloth 978-0-913785-53-9

Moon City Review 2014
An Annual of Poetry, Story, Art and 
Criticism
Edited by Michael Czyzniejewski, 
Sara Burge, and John Turner
$15.95 paper 978-0-91378-546-1

Moon City Review 2016
Edited by Michael Czyzniejewski, 
Sara Burge, John Turner, and Joel Coltharp
$14.95 paper 978-0-913785-85-0 
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Arkansas in My Own 
Backyard
TIM ERNST

This new luxurious, premium quality coffee-table book 
features 123 all-new stunning photographs made within a 
twelve-mile radius of Tim and Pam Ernst’s remote wilder-
ness home in northwest Arkansas. This headwaters area along 
the spine of the Ozark Mountains includes the upper drain-
ages of the Buffalo River, Little Buffalo River, Mulberry 
River, Little Mulberry River, Kings River, and Big Piney 
Creek. Tim’s photos include thundering waterfalls and quiet 
streams, grand vistas and intimate landscapes, historic barns 
and churches, wildflowers, towering bluffs, and amazing 
nightscapes.

AVAILABLE NOW 
144 pages, 9 ½ x 10 ½, 123 color photographs 
$34.95 (s) cloth 978-1-882906-88-8

Tim Ernst has been hiking, driving, and 
crawling around the Ozark Mountains for most 
of his life, preserving on film the images he sees 
for everyone to enjoy. His photographs have 
appeared in hundreds of national, regional, and 
local publications. 

Also by Tim Ernst: 

A Rare Quality of Light
40 Years Of Wilderness Photography 
Tim Ernst 
$39.95 cloth 978-1-88290-685-7

Arkansas Nightscapes
Wilderness Photos From Twilight ‘Til Dawn 
Tim Ernst
$34.95 cloth 978-1-882906-82-6
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