
FRANK W. GIBB WAS BORN in Rutland, Vermont,

February 24, 1861, and died at home at 1609 Arch

Street in Little Rock on November 4, 1932. His par-

ents were Edward Wooster and Isabella Emerson

Gibb. The family moved to Little Rock in 1871 from

Chicago after the great fire there destroyed Edward

Gibb’s carriage furnishings business. At the time,

Frank was ten years old.

Frank Gibb was educated in Chicago and Little

Rock schools and graduated from the Missouri School

of Mines at Rolla in 1881. After college, Frank returned

to Little Rock and, according to ads in the Little Rock

city directories of the time, he was engaged as an ana-

lytical chemist and assayer as well as a consultant in

mining and minerals. He was listed as a member of

the American Institute of Mining Engineers.
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Little Rock High School at Fifteenth and Scott Streets. Constructed in 1904 in the Neoclassical style, it
was designed by Frank Gibb, Architect. Courtesy of Janet Warlick/Camerawork.



On September 16, 1887, Gibb married Mary W.

Newton at the bride’s home on Lincoln Avenue, 

after which, the Arkansas Gazette reported, they took

the 7:00 p.m. Cannonball Train to carry them away

on their honeymoon. They eventually had three 

children.

From 1881 to 1887, Gibb’s father, in connection

with his lumber and building materials business, had

purchased land in what is now part of the Governor’s

Mansion neighborhood of Little Rock. Included were

tracts along Broadway to Gaines Street and

Eighteenth to Twentieth Streets for development of

rental houses, speculative houses, and residential

lots.

This period is apparently when Gibb’s career as

an architect began, designing houses for his father’s

development and houses for people who bought

lots. And it is a very identifiable group of houses; as

one architect has noted, all these houses share certain

features, most notably, round or round-headed win-

dows. Massing and certain other details, particularly

the treatment of gables, are also similar.
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First United Methodist Church at
Eighth and Center Streets, Little
Rock, Arkansas. Constructed in
1900 in the Romanesque Revival
style, it was designed by Frank
Gibb, Architect. Charles Witsell’s
archives.




